Ask

the Consul

"Your chance to ask the Consul General
at the US Embassy, Islamabad your visa
related questions”

Exactly what is a nonimmigrant visa?

If you're a citizen of a foreign country, in most cases you'll need a visa
to visit the United States. Nonimmigrant visas are for people with per-
manent residence outside the .

US. who wish to go to the
U.S. on a temporary basis for
tourism, medical treatment,
business, temporary work or
study.

A visa doesn't guarantee entry
to the US. A visa allows you
to travel to the United States
as far as the port of entry.
Only the immigration officer
at the port of entry has the
authority to permit you to
enter the United States. He
or she decides how long you
can stay for any particular
visit. Immigration matters are the responsibility of the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security.

| want to study in the US - can | use my visit visa?

No. There are more than 20 types of visas for people visiting the United
States temporarily. The type of visa you need is determined by the pur-
pose of your intended travel. Tourists or businessmen making temporary
trips to the US. usually need a B1/B2 visa. Students taking academic
courses at most universities usually need an FI visa. Full details can be
found on the Embassy website www.islamabad.usembassy.gov

How soon should | apply for my visa?

You should apply for your visa as soon as possible. We recommend that
you apply at least three months in advance of your intended travel date.
Full instructions on how to apply for a nonimmigrant visa can be found
at www.islamabad.usembassy.gov

How many visas to the US are issued each year to citizens
of Pakistan?

32,666 nonimmigrant visas were issued to citizens of Pakistan in 2008.

To see your questions featured in this monthly column please write
to paknivinfo@state.gov with the subject line “Ask the Consul”
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