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An autumn sunsets drapes El Capitan and the Yosemite valley
with warm light in Yosemite National Park in this Oct. 21, 199
file photo. (AP Photo/Ben Margot, File}
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A sole plant grows out of a dry lake bed in Carpineni, Moldo
Tuesday, April 22, 2008. Moldova, the poorest country in
Europe, has suffered droughts in four of the past five years
and low rainfall over the past three years have led to severel
diminished harvest in Moldova, which relies on agriculture ft
70 percent of its GDP. (AP Photo/John McConnico)

-

LIAE BT By e G

JLJbg)bU.;':-L}r/é-L :3}11&10-";-.-; /‘E:—-JJ‘ faaal— |':‘|:':Kf!.
ibdaiey Aeast
..‘L.t')i'g}‘ bc..:ll;ix‘i?ﬂﬁlsiﬁtf:’:d

ANy 4.&;;&*(&.1.‘




gt ] el

L

¢4

Dear Readers:

The April edition of Khabr-o-Nazar focuses on a
theme that affects all of us. Preserving and protecting
the environment is a challenge not only for nations but
also for the individual. On April 22 each year for more
than three decades, Americans have observed Earth Day
to celebrate the complexity and diversity of the Earth’s
natural resources and to take stock of their stewardship
of nature’s gifts. ‘The commemoration of Earth Day
encourages and celebrates achievements that improve the
quality of our communities, parks, rivers, lakes, and private
and public lands. Earth Day has become an international
celebration that highlights the importance of preserving
our environment for the next generation.

April’s feature stories cover: the history of Earth Day, the
newly appointed special U.S. Envoy for Climate Change
and a message from Ambassador Patterson highlighting
the importance of World Tuberculosis Day. We are also
very pleased to have received a large number of responses
to our “Question of the Month.” As promised, the two
winning essays are included in this month’s Khabr-o-Nazar
as well as three honorable mentions. You will also notice
that in this month’s “Seize the Opportunity” column, we
have again highlighted the Fulbright Scholarship. The
Fulbright Scholarship is one of the most prestigious
U.S. Government sponsored scholarship programs. We
strongly encourage all those that qualify to apply.

Once again, we thank you for your continued support of the
Khabr-o-Nazar magazine. We always welcome and enjoy
your comments and look forward to hearing from you.

Ao Fr

Lou Fintor

Editor-in-Chief and Press Attaché

US Embassy Islamabad

E -mail: infoisb@state.gov

Website: http//Islamabad.usembassy.gov
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“Responses from our readers”

I am pleased to veceive the January-February issue of Khabr-
0-Nazar magazine. I found It intevesting and went t/wougﬁ a
mméergfaih'der. It very informative for those people who
want to know about the Amevican history, potitics, wu}/pfltfe
and other institutions. The latest issue was wuch wmproved as
a vesult 7’ some impressive sequents. The articles reﬁaﬂléﬂﬁ
Marthin Luther King Jr. and President Gevrge WMthm are
achievements 7’ these great Amevican leaders. The magazine is a
WWM‘?{W“ W/WW;@?W(:#W
United States among the people af Pakistan.

Hzlmaszuda/t Yaqubi

(Istamabad)
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I very much like Visit the S0 States’ column. This enables us
a free excursion #W U.S. — without visa and Hcket: But we
cannot partake M)mwwmm, ZW@]%‘VAW!'W theve
k'mfadéét}/zrf&wtevmm our avea nov do wv/wwemadeqmte

/mymlf}/rtem. OM:kaéaWdMeamdktheWMﬂ&ff

Balochistan. I would also like to :theymfwadt/wjovd work

that the U.S. kdoﬂgﬁvthe?mjrmmtdprwdy sz’the[mzp{e
irfPakxis’Z-m, efpea‘alg/m the Wt/tqm/(e Wit aveas zy"t/w NWEP.

Chandhwy Khalid Ameen (BM%ML)
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I wmust amﬁm#ulate your ﬁr L'mhfoducénj a number zy’

smprovements in the wwn/tﬁé/ Khaéf—o—Na%n The vecent issue is

indeed very well-produced.

Zahid Malik (Idamabad)

t/‘_}};g@»{L!,/J/wugkiwvoﬁuﬁ‘}'f,j’;mu:
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Tkt - ats
I vecetved the jMW)//FeW)/ Lssue zrf"Km&mofNa@ 7 was

mazmgéz /m/;;ﬂ}/ to see the whole new outlovk zy"t/w magazine. I

veally like the new layout of the magazine. “Seize the Opportunity”
is a very useful colwmn fov the students. I will like to suggest

you tok&pmzﬂbﬁ%@wﬂdamwﬁérﬂwmﬂw[
and cultural programs. “Visit the 50 States” is very mﬂ( sevies
thmugh which we get to W about the particular state as well
as dtj'j‘&rent aspects 17’ American society. 1 read/v Leked “Léémr)/
C/mﬂenﬂe Project” 1 think t/wough this project W z'f/frequd
bovtes will be mdefm&todwﬂudewﬁz'rfwfh—qma/fe&ed
aveas, Al other articles ave also very Meﬁd and mﬁrrma,twe and
I would like to congratulate all the team. of the MAGazise.
Guizar Usmani (Lahore)
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LookingiorAnswers

“Looking for answers" gives our readers a voice to PP LA sl 2 ey L e e iz
comment and share their views on myriad topics that are F g % & 4 =
4 A . b e - 1 -5 - T ] 4
shaping our world. Each edition of “Looking for Answers" w"b%’(uﬁ”b‘ "‘J:L/d/ ”JJL”O/N‘?‘L t/f/ o
poses a question to you (our readers) and invites you AP ot Ut S ™ (o SE Sy L

to share your thoughts with us in short essay form. All o D w=r )
submissions will be reviewed by the Public Affairs Section ~ d—07 b.MEbssla® ol Kt Wbl s

of the US. Embassy. Two "monthly winners" will be G L o A i ag oy - P
: : S o T I o 5 . 13200l 2o
chosen and have their essays published in the subsequent WIRo s L/w " {"k’y 2 Kbl hls-¥

edition of Khabr-o-Nazar. Winners will also receive a &Jl’bj'u,,f’c—,f‘ig J_,t“,xge,é,'b,h, & JL@J(‘EG&K&/GJ
prize from the Public Affairs Section. Along with the two G " : 5 e
monthly winners, three “"Honorable mentions" will receive U:‘M'J"(L‘?g"/ Mﬁ(dwj’kﬂw':/ﬁf ”“‘ka’”&f" - K‘-‘?

certificates. B O/ u:fte Sl

The following are the official guidelines for essay . - . .

submissions: i Wil IS nd
m Essays should not exceed 250 words -%’—.‘ftﬁﬂd’%’pﬁ—gw"’du’j’uﬂ u

m All essay submissions must be sent electronically to l?.df_flj,,:u,}g infoisb@state.gov.y/;'é delg.fu/rﬁ ]
infoisb@state.gov or via mail

m All essays must focus on the question presented in " 4 ; - &
the most current edition of “"Looking for Answers" Lo Al Sy Sen s Srsb e m

[ Deadtlir?e for submission of essays is the 25th of every -4.5;.:1725 Jr'i'/:z?ﬁ' $AT Jé_ vy A m
month. ; =

- " O Ze 2 = . -
m All submissions must include the submitter's complete L lnz 67 ’.L/'f”’ﬁ{ CEEEdI7LY Gur AL grlls m
name, telephone number and home or work address.

-‘Ldﬂﬁ
m Essays will be published in the forthcoming editions s o 51 S
of Khabr-o-Nazar. 'Ld: lngdl}u.‘.'uuh» 'L}J’/?‘j:w "
m Winner will receive a prize mailed to their indicated -(L(glgg_ﬂfgu,@(b?l/?“%éé.:ﬁ@uffyyK u
address.
Question i
| Gt (S 0o
ortme MIONTH ko il
What are some of the daily actions you d;,LgJé’_LMLJ;Q&}b

undertake to respond to the global

5 VR 2 T 7 22
effort to protect the environment? B g LTt 12l 02
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Winning Article

Pregident Obama’s

Vision [lf

By: Abdul Shakoor, Advocate (Multan)

President Obama’s commitment to bring about change in U.S.
internal and external policies for the people of America is very
clear. Whatever ideals he dreamt for the American nation,
he has started working to realize them. For the Americans,
the very first change is a change in the history of this nation.
Mr. Obama, the 44th President of the United States, has
made history; in fact this historic change is brought about by
none other than the people of America themselves. January
20, 2009 can be described as a day of historic change, as the
first African-American took the oath of the President of the
United States. 'This change portrayed the American nation as
a tolerant, liberal and democratic country.

Mr. Obama has started working to bring this change in
different ways as promised during his election campaign. The
war policies of his predecessor had badly damaged the U.S.
image both within and outside the U.S. Now President Obama
is reviewing these policies, and planning to withdraw troops
from several countries. The whole world, including the people
of the United States, appreciate this change. It is a surprise
for the Americans to see that President Obama has appointed
his former presidential rival Senator Hillary Clinton, as the
new Secretary of State. No sooner had Barack Obama assumed
responsibility as the U.S. President; he stepped up efforts to
strengthen democracy across the globe as well as in Pakistan.
All such changes were Mr. Obama’s vision.

He has eased hatred against the Americans in the world,
particularly in the Muslim states, by bringing about changes
in U.S. foreign policy and taking several peace initiatives.
His policies aim to bring peace, love, and prosperity through
dialogue.

Such are a few policies of President Obama that will help
fulfill his promises and commitments that he made during the
election campaign. These policies that herald change are being
celebrated not only in the U.S,, but also in the entire world.
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Winning Article

A surge of Happiness
r S e

By: Inam Gohar (Hyderabad)

Governments are formed and dissolved. Every government aspires,
using the best available resources, high mental capabilities and effective
policies, to find out durable solutions to the problems facing nation and
the country, which could guarantee peace and stability, prosperity and
progress. On 20th January, President Barack Obama took oath as the
President of the United States of America and conveyed the message
to the world community to seek after such ambitions. His message was
welcomed with a great surge of happiness. He received tremendous
positive response, thanks to his positive and constructive thinking which
offered solutions to the problems and ways to combat the challenges
jointly and make efforts for peace, stability, unity, mutual understanding
and cooperation.

There is no denying the fact that no single country can eliminate
or address the alarming threat of terrorism unless there is mutual
understanding, collaboration, strong diplomacy based on principles.
This collaboration is extremely important, and President Obama has
effectively demonstrated it in his policies where friendly cooperation
based on equality has been greatly emphasized. This will surely unite the
whole world to one platform.

This will undoubtedly usher in a new era where universal brotherhood
and unity will reign supreme, rising above parochial differences and
personal gains. Every country, in its own capacity, keeping in view the
interests of others, will play positive and active role. In Barack Obama, the
American nation has selected its leader by sidelining all petty differences
of caste, color and creed. We do hope that President Obama will prove
to be flag-bearer of universal peace, cooperation and friendship.
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Honorable Mention . .* 2/ fi

Ghulam Qasim Mujahid Baloch, Dera Ghazi Khan
Sardar Abdul Hameed Khan, Azad Jammu & Kashmir
Air Marshal (retd) Khurshid Anwar Mirza, Lahore
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Obama Makes

Climate Change

a National Priority
Secretary of State | ' » J e ] - ]
Hillary Clinton names '

Todd Stern as the

new special envoy for
climate change
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Climate change is a planetary process, but its effects — sea level
rise, shrinking glaciers, changes in plant and animal distribution,
early-blooming trees, permafrost thaws — are regional and

local.

Some of the effects are already occurring, and the newly installed
Obama administration is moving fast to put the United States
in a leadership position to work with nations of the world and
meet the challenges of climate change and energy security.

On January 26, President Obama signed two related presidential
memorandums. In what he called “a down payment on a broader
and sustained effort to reduce our dependence on foreign oil,”
Obama directed the Department of Transportation to establish
higher fuel efficiency standards for carmakers’ 2011 model year.

The second memo directed the Environmental Protection Agency
to reconsider a petition by California to set more stringent limits
for greenhouse gas emissions from motor vehicles than those set
by the federal government.

SPECIAL ENVOY FOR CLIMATE CHANGE

On the same day, at the U.S. State Department, Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton introduced Todd Stern as the nation's new
special envoy for climate change.

“With the appointment of a special envoy,” Clinton said, “we are
sending an unequivocal message that the United States will be
energetic, focused, strategic and serious about addressing global
climate change and the corollary issue of clean energy.”

Stern will serve as a principal adviser on international climate
policy and strategy and as the administration’s chief climate
negotiator. He will lead U.S. efforts in U.N. negotiations and
will be a lead participant in developing climate and clean energy
policy.

“Containing climate change will require nothing less than
transforming the global economy from a high-carbon [dioxide]
to a low-carbon energy base,” said Stern, who in the 1990s
coordinated the Clinton administration’s climate change efforts
and was senior White House representative at U.N. climate
negotiations in Kyoto, Japan, and Buenos Aires, Argentina.
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Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, second right, chats with Mark Norbom, President and CEO of
General Electric Greater China, as US Special Envoy for Climate Change Todd Stern, left, and Wang Yongliang,
the General Manager of the Taiyanggong Gas-Fired thermal Power Plant, right, look on, during a visit to the

plant in Beijing Sturday Fab. 21, 2009. (AP Photo)

SCALING DOWNTO THE LOCAL LEVEL

Climate change often is described as an event that will bring
catastrophe to Earth's inhabitants in the distant future.

But every nation’s farmers, coastal dwellers, emergency planners
and government officials already have experienced the bleeding
edge of changing climate — rising air and sea-surface temperatures,
shrinking arctic ice, lower crop yields, dwindling forests, intense
hurricanes and unrelenting droughts.

There is no shortage of evidence that the planet faces a climate crisis,
but there is a severe shortage of one thing that will help villages,
towns, cities and regions protect themselves and their ecosystems
against the long-term effects of a climate in flux: information.

NATIONAL CLIMATE SERVICE

Weather is the day-to-day state of the atmosphere and its short-term
(minutes to weeks) variation, according to the U.S. National Snow
and Ice Data Center. Climate is statistical weather information that
describes weather variation at a given place averaged over a longer

period, usually 30 years.
NOAA’s National Weather Service provides weather, hydrologic and

climate forecasts and warnings for the United States, its territories
and ocean areas. Weather Service data and products form a national
information database and infrastructure that is available to other
governmental agencies, the private sector, the public and the global
community.

NOAA also has an operational mandate to monitor and predict
climate, Chet Koblinsky, director of NOAAs Climate Program
Office, said.

With NOAA in the lead, a proposed climate service partnership
would include federal agencies like NASA, the U.S. Geological
Survey, the Environmental Protection Agency, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, the U.S. Forest Service and many
others.

NOAA also would collaborate with academic and private
organizations.
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School chi
as International Earth Day.

Earth Day, April 22, is the annual celebration of
the environment and a time to assess the work still
needed to protect the natural gifts of our planet.
Earth Day has no central organizing force behind
it though several nongovernmental organizations
work to keep track of the thousands of local events
in schools and parks that mark the day.
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[AP"Photo/Mark Hoffman)

Senator Gaylord

i "L;.""/ |k§g’:-’

12 | Khabr-0-Nazar

Earth Day is observed around the world,
although nowhere is it a national holiday. In
the United States, it affirms that environmental
awareness is part of the country’s consciousness
and that the idea of protecting the environment,
once the province of a few conservationists, has
moved from the extreme to the mainstream of
American thought.

Gaylord Nelson, a U.S. Senator from
Wisconsin and a long time conservationist
called for an environmental teach-in, or Earth
Day, to be held on April 22, 1970. Over 20
million people participated that year. Senator
Nelson took a leading role in organizing the
celebration, hoping to demonstrate popular
political support for an environmental agenda.

Groundbreaking federal legislation followed
the success of the first Earth Day. The U.S.
Environmental  Protection Agency was
established in 1970, followed by the Clean
Air Act, the Clean Water Act of 1972, and the
Endangered Species Act of 1973. Among the

many far-reaching provisions of these bills was

- the requirement that automobiles use unleaded

gasoline, achieve a minimum number of miles-
per-gallon of gasoline and be equipped with
catalytic converters to reduce the amount of
toxic fumes released by automobile exhaust.

Then, in the wake of this legislative success,
Earth Day seemed to disappear. Though
annual celebrations continued, they failed to
match the size and enthusiasm of the first year.
Earth Day seemed to have become a relic of
the protest days of the early 1970s.

By the late 1980s recycling programs were
established in many communities. By the mid-
1990s these municipal recycling programs
were paying for themselves, the amount of

-wénﬁ*ufuﬁg

SIS b Lot A 1 Py
Qe SFE IS et ey Ui 1 G
Srinie 26 SRl fees SUr\ S
et Ll Uiz 87 Gy bl
- Gt $iSL

301 #L ok b el 62, e s
ol € Py £1970 g 22 & ¥
ek PSP ufnlie 20yl
A L yrl gEr Sl
Lk IS e LS Pl cagt
B SO

Ll LI B L Qe S P &
JPLEF 1970 nenb ol el xes
&gau‘_vfﬂKm,ﬁuﬁéﬁ‘m(’m/mu&w
ALK el s 19724 2k ¥
uw:’fu”’f.«,u,w/,;zu:u:'liuum,ﬁ*1 973
s S e Ut oS 2SS ot
SLS kot o il KSR i
e Pl il T It ug s $n s
e (OIL P

NP VRN T SRS
B 2 Slee b By 1 16
es R AL u’d?wgt}ﬂﬁ"‘ak}’”
Z3681970 Py LSBT GeTUF e
= y?c/.;;/g,ﬁugKuﬁL}%LJLl
LSt e § U L P 1980
Quak Fhs & o PLA990- L sfplsy
207 =L url)j/? LEA S sl ’
VL SN AL P Ay,
i s206L i ST sy E oS
2 QB0 L St e it
I Tt J‘f}ﬂ'{éc»'%w.:,t‘/‘ljgfuiu
o Url i U T S et e Ul
FNSe SIS U S vie Sy )
nfe s



trash dumped into landfills was in noticeable
decline, and more than 20 percent of America’s
municipal trash was being converted into
useful products. Corporations, ever conscious
of the desires of the consumer and the bottom
line of profits began to promote themselves
as being environmentally friendly. Many
firms adopted sensible business practices that
increased efficiency and reduced the amounts
of industrial waste.

Earth Day came back in a big way in 1990.
Led by Denis Hayes, a primary organizer
of the first Earth Day, Earth Day 1990
was international in scope. More than 200
million people around the world, ten times
the number in 1970, participated in events
that recognized that the environment had
finally become a universal public concern. The
global momentum continued in 1992 at the
United Nations Conference on Environment
and Development (UNCED), held in Rio
de Janiero, Brazil, where an unprecedented
number of governments and NGOs agreed on
a far-ranging program to promote sustainable
development.

The 25th anniversary of the first Earth Day
in 1995 was a time to assess environmental
progress. In Western countries the news
seemed good, air and water were cleaner,
forests were expanding and many other
environmental indicators were up as well. The
sometimes volatile combination of legislation,
lawsuits brought by NGOs, public education
and more efficient business practices had
made a noticeable and positive effect on the
condition of the environment.

Earth Day, and the awareness it embodies,
continues today. What began in 1970 as
a protest movement has evolved into a
global celebration of the environment and
commitment to its protection. The history of
Earth Day mirrors the growth of environmental
awareness over the last three decades, and the
legacy of Earth Day is the certain knowledge

that the environment is a universal concern.
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(AP Photo/Lee Celano)

Matt Ritter, left, Nico
Reyes, 6, center, and Patrick
Grover all help in planting a
tree along the Los Angeles
River during a community
tree~planting and clean-up
effort as part of Earth Day,
Saturday, April 20,2002, in
the Glassell Park area of Los
Angeles.
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Anne W, Patterson
Ambassador of the United States
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Imost a century ago, America

was locked in a battle against
tuberculosis (TB), which killed
thousands annually and was one of
the leading causes of death in the
United States. Today, even though
a cure for drug-sensitive TB has
existed for more than 50 years, TB
remains second only to HIV among
infectious killers worldwide. It is a
disease that hits the poorest and
most vulnerable groups, especially
women and children. This is why
the World Health Organization
(WHO) recognizes a day each year,
World Tuberculosis Day on March 24th, to call attention to the
disease and to mobilize action to combat it.

One-third of the world’s population is infected with dormant
TB. Approximately 9.2 million people develop the active form of
the disease each year. This highly contagious active form spreads
through the air from one person to another through coughing
and sneezing. About 1.7 million people die annually of TB.

Pakistan ranks eighth among the 22 high-burden tuberculosis
(IB) countries worldwide, according to the World Health
Organization. An estimated 300,000 Pakistanis contract

tuberculosis each year, and 90,000 deaths occur annually due to
TB.

The American people are making major investments to prevent
and control TB in countries around the world where the burden
of the disease is highest. Through our active engagement in the
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