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President George W. Bush stands with Ambassador Husain Haqqani of the [slamic Republic of Pakistan, Friday, June 6, 2008,
in the Oval Office during a credentials ceremony for newly appointed ambassadors to Washington, D.C. (White House photo by

Joyee N. Boghosian)
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U.S. Consulate Lahore Principal Officer Bryan Hunt hosted — Sufi Masood Ahmad Siddiqi, Ameer of Tanzeem Mashiakh Uzam
a reception in Lahore on June 20 for Pakistani students — Pakistan, presenting souvenir to Bryan Hunt, Principal Officer of
participating in the Seeds of Peace program in Maine, USA,  U.S. Consulate, during his visit to their office in Lahore.

this summer.
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United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Mission Director Anne Aarnes at a roundtable conference in
Islamabad on July 16 for public/private partnerships to improve access to safe drinking water.
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President Bush, right, walks with Pakistarni Prime
Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani, to make a statement
on the South Lawn of the White House in
Washington, Monday, July 28, 2008. (AP Photo/
Evan Vucci)
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Letters

to the Editor

Catalyst

Thank you very much for sending a copy of the latest issue of the U.S. Embassy
monthly magazine, “Khabr-o-Nazar.” It is an informative and beautiful combination
of Urdu and English languages. This is the time where we need a platform to join
hands to work as goodwill ambassadors to clarify the misconceptions by especially
arranging dialogues, highlighting the religion of Islam and its ideals of justice,
tolerance and peace. This magazine is one the very good examples of presenting a
true picture of the relationship between the two countries and is working as a catalyst
in strengthening friendship between Pakistan and the United States of America.

(Surrya Sami Khattak
Rawalpindi

Pivotal Role

In my point of view “Khabr-o-Nazar” magazine is playing an important and pivotal
role between the U.S.-Pakistan friendship. It gives me and my friends a pleasure
reading and I think it should be promoted in the tribal belt as well.

(Ham:za,
Malakand Agency)

Moved

Notwithstanding the fact that the July issue of “Khabr-o-Nazar” reached us by the
last week of the month, both the covers were eye catching. Reports on the visit of
several U.S. congressional members to various parts of the country were interesting
and informative. Such visits also reflect the United States’ persistent interest in
Pakistan. [ was really moved to read a detailed report on IPR protection in Paksitan.
I fully agree with the Embassy’s Economic Counselor that economic growth and
IPR protection go hand in hand.

(Qayyum Yazdani
Karachi)

VOA Series Focuses on Diversity of Muslim-Americans
A new weekly multimedia series on the Voice of America offers interviews, discussions, and personal profiles to reflect the diversity of
Muslim-Americans and distinguish between the myths and realities of the Muslim-American experience.

“We want to show various perspectives of Musfims in the U.S., and examine what it means to be a Muslim in America today,” said Jennifer Janin,
Chief of VOA's Urdu Service. “As the show’s title suggests, being American is an important part of how Muslim-Americans define themselves.”

“Muslims’ America” airs on television in Pakistan in Urdu on Fridays in two 30-minute segments, at 8:25 a.m. (PST) on Aaj TV and at 7.30
p.m. (PST) on Geo TV. “Muslims’ America” is also available on the Web in both Urdu and English at www.voanews.com/urdu.
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Strategic Partnership Rooted in Security,

ashington -- Pakistan

is a key ally and a

vibrant democracy,

says President

George W. Bush, and

the United States will
continue building a partnership with
Pakistan’s newly elected government
to confront terrorism and promote
peace in the region.

“The  United  States  supports
the democracy and supports the
sovereignty of Pakistan,” Bush

said after his July 28 White House
meeting with Pakistani Prime Minister
Syed Yousaf Raza Gilam. “We also
appreciate the prime minister’s strong
words against the extremists and
terrorists who not only would do us
harm but have harmed people inside
Pakistan.”

Strengthening cross-border security is
a key component to help democracy

take root in
Afghanistan,
Bush  said,
as well as
safeguarding
Pakistan,
which is
also facing
a campaign
of political
violence

from extremist groups. “This is our
own war,” Gilani said following the
July 28 meeting with Bush. “This is
a war which is against Pakistan. And
we’ll fight for our own cause.”

Theleadersalsodiscussed development
aid and economic assistance to
Pakistan, notonly as toolsto discourage
would-be extremists, but also as part
of what top U.S. officials call an effort
to revitalize Washington’s relationship
with a key regional ally.

Economic Ties: President Bush

President Bush and Pakistani Prime Minister Yousuf

Raza Gilani make statements, Monday, July 28,
2008, on the South Lawn of the White House in
Washington, after their meeting in the Oval Office.

(AP Photo/Ron Edmonds)

During the talks, Bush offered $115
million over two years in new food
aid to help Pakistan cope with rising
global food prices, according to White
House press secretary Dana Perino.
Some $42.5 million of that aid could
be available over the next six months
to nine months.
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W. Bush
Minister
Gilani

resident
welcomed  Prime
Syed Yousaf Raza
to Washington on July 28,
2008, for his first visit to the
United States as the leader of
Pakistan’s democratically elected civilian

George

government. The President and Prime
Minister reaffirmed their commitment
to the long-term Strategic Partnership
between the United States and Pakistan,
which is based on shared values and
holds immense potential for the enduring
peace, security, stability, freedom, and
prosperity of Pakistan and of the region.
The President affirmed his support for
Pakistan’s sovereignty, independence,
unity, and territorial integrity. The two
leaders agreed that the focus of the broad-
based Pakistan-U.S. relationship should
remain on ensuring the well-being of the
people by assisting Pakistan to implement
its national development agenda in a
comprehensive manner. Pakistan and
the United States will work together to
eliminate the threat of extremism, build
strong democratic institutions, modernize
education, and increase economic growth
and opportunity.

President Bush and Prime Minister
Gilam reaffirmed their condemnation
of terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations. They acknowledged that
terrorism and violent extremism pose a
common threat to Pakistan, the United
States, and the international community.

Khabr-o-Nazar

The two leaders pledged to work together
to address this threat and to deny any
space to militants or terrorists through
increased cooperation. The President
recognized the sacrifices the people of
Pakistan and the Pakistani security forces
have made in the ongoing fight. The
President and Prime Minister reiterated
that success in countering terrorism
will require a comprehensive strategy,
including increased security, improved
governance, and opportunity for socio-
economic development for the people
especially in the less developed regions
of Pakistan. The President and the Prime
Minister expressed deep sympathy for
the families of those who have fallen
victim to suicide and other terrorist
attacks in Pakistan. The
Prime Minister expressed
appreciation  for U.S.
efforts to promote peace
and stability in the region.
The United States 1is
dedicated to providing
Pakistan with the support

Prime Minister Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani talking to Secretary of State

Joint Statement on
U.S.-Pakistan

Strategic Partnership

{ President Bush, right, shakes hands with Pakistani Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani
after making a statement, Monday, July 28, 2008, on the South Lawn of the White
House in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)

cooperation in the public and private
sectors, and agreed to work together to
ensure food and energy security as well
as facilitate investment in infrastructure
and social sectors in Pakistan.

In reaffirming the Strategic Partnership,
President Bush and Prime Minister Gilani
attached importance to the next round of
the Strategic Dialogue, which will be co-
chaired by the U.S. Deputy Secretary of
State and Pakistan’s Foreign Minister, in
September 2008 and regularly thereafter
to review issues of mutual interest. In
addition, the two leaders committed both
countries to undertake the following
steps in development, counterterrorism,
economic, and regional cooperation:

Condoleezza Rice, who called on him in Washington, D.C., on July

and tools it needs to

lead the fight against

terrorism.

The two leaders also

committed to increased

bilateral economic

cooperation to include i &
expanded  trade, an

improved investment

climate, promoting 29 2008. (4PP Photo)



Prime Minister Sved Yousaf” Raza Gilani and
Speaker U.S. House of Representative Nancy
Pelosi along with John Boehner, House Minority
Leader talking with the media in Manchester on
July 31, 2008. (Photo APP)

Focus on the needs of the Pakistani
people: Food, Health, Education, Energy,
and Democratic Governance

* The two leaders welcomed recent efforts
in the U.S. Congress to extend the United
States’assistance commitment to Pakistan
to help address Pakistan’s most urgent
needs, including education, agriculture,
and energy. The President will continue
to work with Congress to ensure the
continued support of the United States to
Pakistan over the long term.

+ The two leaders agreed to institute a
separate track for agricultural cooperation
under the Strategic Dialogue.

* The United States will provide $115.5
million in food security assistance to
Pakistan, including $42.5 million over
the next nine months.

» The United States will assist with
disease control activities in Pakistan to
augment the Prime Minister’s initiative to
combat the spread of hepatitis and other
infectious diseases.

» The United States highlighted its $30
million Pakistan Energy Development
program focused on improving power
availability, affordability, and efficiency.

» The United States and Pakistan will
hold the next round of the U.S.-Pakistan
Energy Dialogue this fall to help Pakistan
meet its vast and growing energy needs.

* The two leaders agreed to hold the next
round of the U.S.-Pakistan Education
Dialogue later this year.

* The two leaders agreed to continue and
enhance robust collaboration in science
and technology under the successful
bilateral  Science and  Technology
Framework Agreement.

» The United States highlighted its support
for democracy-building and improved
governance through project funding.

Expand Bilateral Trade and Improve the
Business Climate

* The two leaders renewed a joint
commitment to pursue steps to establish
Reconstruction Opportunity Zones that
will expand trade opportunities in parts
of Pakistan and Afghanistan.

* The United States and Pakistan will work
together toward a goal of establishing
direct non-stop flights between the
two countries before the end of 2008,
expanding people-to-people ties and
improving the investment climate to the
benefit of the people of both countries.

* The United States and Pakistan agree
to convene officials promptly to review
the status of bilateral investment treaty
negotiations.

* The two countries will reconvene
the Joint Council under the Trade and
Investment Framework Agreement in
September 2008.

* The U.S.-Pakistan Economic Dialogue
will be held on August 11 in Islamabad.

Expand Security and Counterterrorism
Cooperation

* The two leaders agreed to strengthen
the long-term security relationship with
a view to enhancing Pakistan’s defense
capabilities, especially in the field of
counterterrorism, through training and
equipment.

* Reconvene the bilateral Defense
Consultative Group this fall with a
renewed focus on counterinsurgency and
counterterrorism.

* Renew cooperative efforts to root out
extremismalongthePakistan-Afghanistan

border, including the Northwest Frontier
Province, the Federally Administered
Tribal Areas, and Balochistan.

* Expand cooperation between the United
States and the Pakistani Frontier Corps
and other Pakistani security forces on
the front lines in the fight against violent
extremism.

* Focus U.S. security assistance on
efforts to enhance the counterterrorism
capability of Pakistan’s military forces.

Work Together to Enhance Regional
Peace, Security, and Stability

* Strengthen the Tripartite Commission
among the International  Security
Assistance  Force,  Pakistan, and
Afghanistan.

* Support the efforts of Pakistan and
Afghanistan to hold the next joint jirga
this fall.

* Hold the next Regional Economic
Cooperation Conference in Islamabad
this fall.

*Encouragethe Pakistan-IndiaComposite
Dialogue process to reduce tensions, build
trust, and resolve all outstanding issues.

Prime Minister Gilani thanked President
Bush and the people of the United States
for the hospitality accorded to him, Mrs.
Gillani, and the members of the Prime
Ministerial delegation during their stay in
the United States.

Prime Minister Syed Yousa) Raza Gilani talking
to U.S. Secretary of Defense Robert Gates in
Washington on July 30, 2008. (Photo APP)
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U.S. Completes
Delivery of

U.S. Deputy Chief of Mission Peter Bodde receiving a souvenir from Pakistan Airforce official during an earlier hand-

_ﬂ over ceremony
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he Acting
Commander of
U.S. Central

Command, Lt

Gen. Martin E.

Dempsey, handed
over the last four of 14
F-16 jet fighter aircraft to
Pakistan Air Chief Marshal
Tanvir Mahmood Ahmed
in a ceremony at Pakistan
Air Force Base Mushaf in
Sargodha on July 28.

Also participating in the
ceremony on behalf of the
United States Government
were U.S. Embassy Acting
Deputy Chief of Mission E.
Candace Putnam; Chief of
the Office of the Defense
Representative Pakistan Rear
Admiral Michael LeFever,
and Principal Officer of the
U.S. Consulate in Lahore
Bryan Hunt.

This completes the delivery
of 14 F-16 aircraft the United
States agreed to provide
Pakistan under the Foreign
Military Sales program. The
first two were delivered in



—Group photograph q}‘f‘lmerican and Pakistani officials Present on the occasion.

December 2005; two more in July 2007; two in February 2008; from the United States to Pakistan. The aircraft are valued at
four in June 2008; and the final four on July 28. approximately US$6.4 million each.

The U.S. Government provided the aircratt to Pakistan at
no cost except for the expenses of preparation and transport

Pakistani Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Tanvir Mahmood Ahmad preseniing a souvenir to Commander U.S. CENTCOM Lt. Gen. Martin E. Dempsey
during a ceremony for handing over of four F-16 aircrafis to Pakistan Air Force at PAF base Mushaf in Sargodha on July 28, 2008. (Photo APP)

Khabr-o-Nazar




_i

i
USAID Pakistan Mission Director Anne Aarnes hands over computer equipment to the Secretary, Election Commission

Computerised

Electoral Roll
System

of Pakistan, Kanwar Dilshad on July 22 in Islamabad.

USAID Donation Supports Pakistan's

Electoral System

Khabr-o-Nazar

he United States Government,
through the United States
Agency for International
Development (USAID),
donated information
technology hardware worth
$450,000 to the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) in Islamabad on July
22. The equipment will help the ECP
improve, update, and maintain Pakistan’s
computerized electoral rolls.

“The importance of accurate electoral
rolls cannot be overstated,” said USAID
Pakistan Mission Director Anne Aarnes.
“The hardware USAID is providing
will greatly improve the ECP’s capacity
to ensure the integrity of the electoral
rolls.”

The equipment, which is part of USAID’s
$18 million Pakistan Electoral Support

= .

Project, will be installed in the ECP’s
offices across Pakistan and will allow the
Commission to make updates efficiently
and accurately. USAID has also trained
ECP’s newly recruited information
technology staff located at the ECP
headquarters and at the four Provincial
Election Commissioner offices. The
training ensures that ECP has the in-
house capacity to maintain and use the
equipment.

Since 2006, USAID’s Pakistan Electoral
Support Project, implemented by the
International Foundation for Election
Systems, has worked closely with the ECP
on voter registration issues. The project
developed Pakistan’s first computerized
election rolls; designed training for
45,000 voter registration officials; and
provided transparent ballot boxes for the
2008 national elections.



team athlete are the same qualities you
will see in successful leaders in business,
politics, education, and in life.”

The Ambassador congratulated the
winning team for its hard work and
all other participating teams for their
outstanding efforts. She also lauded the
parents of the female players for their
“hard decision to allow your daughters
to participate in football,” which is not a
common sport for girls in Pakistan.

Ambassador  Patterson invited the
participating female players to consider
going to American colleges and
universities for higher education. She
noted that U.S. universities frequently
give scholarships to outstanding athletes,

Ambassador Patterson presents a ‘Football Training Resource Kit 'to Federal Sports Minister Najmuddin

Khan. President ofPakzstan Football Association (Uomeﬂ qu) Ms. Rubina l}/un is also visible. The Federal Minister for SpOI’tS

Najmuddin Khan, thanked the U.S.
Embassy for its help in the promotion of
sports in Pakistan.

During the event, Ambassador Patterson
presented a “Soccer Training Resource
Kit” of training materials and instructional

guides to Minister Najmuddin Khan and
the US. Ambassador to activities as well,” Ambassador Patterson  Pakistan Football Federation Women

Pakistan, Anne W. Patterson, emphasized. “The qualities ofasuccessful ~Wing President Robina Irfan.
announced a grant of

$26,420 on behalf of the
U.S. Department of State to
“continue and expand U.S.
support for youth football in Pakistan.”

She made the announcement at the closing
ceremony of the first All Pakistan Inter-Club
Women Football Tournament at Islamabad’s
Jinnah Sports Complex on June 27.

“We will Sponsor a summer training and Guests watching the f'mul match uflhe Ist All Pakistan Inter-Club Women Towrnament. (seated from
coaching camp for new players sothatthey left to right) Sved Mir Hamza Gilani, Director General, Ministry of Sports; Abdul Rauf Khan, Afghan
can jOin the enjoyment and excitement Refugee Commissioner, Ministry of SAFRON: Najmuddin Khan, Federal Sports Minister; Ambassador
of football as it gains popularity in this Anne W. Patterson; Rubina Irfan, President Pakistan Football Association (Women Wing), and Ms.

country,” the Ambassadqr told a cheering fum/ml Ali Sharif, Coordinator. Pakistan Football Association.
crowd of football enthusiasts. — - o ] =
The U.S. Department of State, through the
U.S. Embassy in Islamabad, supported
the tournament as part of its global Youth
Enrichment Program. The program, which
aims to provide positive educational
opportunities for young people to
contribute to international cooperation
and understanding, sponsored the Young
Rising Stars Girls’ Football Club of
Rawalpindi in 2007-2008.

LS. Ambassador Anne W. Patterson and Pakistan Federal Minister for Sports Najmuddin Khan with
“This training experience for the football  rhe finalists of the First All Pakistan Inter-Club Women Football Tournament at the Islamabad Sports
team will serve you in your other Complex.
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