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Editor’s Corner

/
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Dear Readers:

President Barack Obama’s first State of the Union
address on January 27, was a televised speech to
Congress that was watched worldwide by those
interested in the President’s priorities for the upcoming
year. The U.S. Constitution requires that the President
report to Congress “from time to time” on the “State
of the Union.” This constitutional requirement has
evolved into an annual address that reports on the
state of the nation and outlines legislative and other
administration goals. Of course, many of his proposed
initiatives will have to be passed by Congress before
going into effect. We have carried highlights of
President Obama’s remarks. The entire text is available
at http://islamabad.usembassy.gov/pr-10012801.html

The celebration of the life of the great civil rights
leader and Nobel Laureate Dr. Martin Luther King
and his contributions are highlighted as is the most
uplifting and inspiring story of Prof Kamal-ud-Din
of Forman Christian College Lahore who despite his
blindness beat the odds to a successful life and career.
His story is a triumph of the human spirit anchored in
grit, resolve and determination.

Ambassador Patterson’s two far reaching and important
speeches in Karachi- one to the Overseas Investors
Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the other to
the English Speaking Union are important and thought
provoking. Special Envoy Richard Holbrooke’s visit,
the Book Review section, all about North Carolina and
other regular features should make for a good read.

Thank you for your input and suggestions. We at
Khabr-o-Nazar value your thoughts and opinions.

Richard W. Snelsire
Editor-in-Chief and Press Attache
U.S. Embassy Islamabad

Email: infoisb@state.gov

Website: http//Islamabad.usembassy.gov
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It was quite enlightening to go through the magazine. The
hard, work put into the journal is evident from its contents
and impressive Look. | congratulate you and the editorial
staft of Khabr-o-Nazar for bringing out such a fine journal.
| hope it will maintain its high standard in the future as
well.

Sqw Ldr (R) Sardar Mahmood Khawn

Lower Topa, Murree

As a journalist writing for Dawn and editing a wumber of
wmagazines since 1981, | keep a record of all the magazines |
receive or buy from abroad. | have been maintaining a tile of
k-0-N too for years how and have observed, it getting better
& better. | believe that the changes in January 2010 issue
are also a Logical step towards right direction. For instance,
you have takew owto yourselt to translate the letters and
publish them in both Languages (instead of ruwning Urdu
Letters in Urdu & English in English section). Cover on one
side only is fine as it gives you space to run a portrait on
other side.

Your article One Success at a Time is one of the wmost
inspiring pleces | have read in a lowg time. The photo on
page 22 captioned Studewts Celebrate the Opening says a
volume.

M. M. ALAM,
Karachi.

Your tradition to publish articles in cownection with the
religious festivals of both Christianity and Islam, such as
Christmas and, Eid, are highly appreciable because they play
a very important role in creating inter-faith harmony.

Wagar ALL Shah,
Bahara kalu, Islamabad.

The wagazine wot only highlights the US. help for
development projects in Pakistan but alse plays an
important role in bridging the gap between the peoples of
the two countries. The articles on Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton’s address at the inaugural ceremony of American
Pakistan Foundation, journalist kKiran khalid and Visit to
50 States are also worth-mentioning. | suggest that stories
containing interesting material for children must also be
included. in the tuture issues of kKhabr-o-Nazar.

Name nwot mentioned,
Sargodha
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First State of The Union Address

-Sloliglyaim
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There must be continued American leadership to halt the spread .
of nuclear weapons, develop clean energy and advance human fq:-q/?_nz./:)lo’((f/’bd;l;f J/'/""l(,é b llsliawe

dignity throughout the world, President Obama says, restating his Al )/'4,; Gblj ._f&; J; 1L S s L U{:"

commitment to global engagement.

Speaking January 27 in his first State of the Union address, Obama told (s Lﬁ)bb[&lﬂ? l.;l:(.{ /’iédﬂ' /J/G'» .:47(31,5!
U.S. lawmakers, Cabinet members, Supreme Court justices, U.S. military p
officers and the American people that the United States is leading B

through engagement to advance “the common security and prosperity u{/lé_l.t)!/ﬂu:uw LA STeEr e 18227
of all people.” St 4 o{ v 4 p Ak 5

U.S. engagement includes taking a leadership role in fighting climate ANPILLIG AUFL s A AL 2 el
change; working to sustain a lasting global economic recovery; establishing ¢ /1511, /1062 5L Jf_ﬁ/n}‘; LS [F}J/;U/”;

partnerships around the world in scjence, education and innovation; and

providing humanitarian food and medical assistance, including in the -£UEJ?’K2J—£M"~’/}7 LS Jr '}’r L,'?"’J/t(‘a,/
6 ' Khabr-o0-Nazar



fight against HIV/AIDS, he said.

“America takes these actions because our destiny is connected to
those beyond our shores. But we also do it because it is right,”

Obama said.

In defense of human dignity around the world, “we stand with the
girl who yearns to go to school in Afghanistan; ... we support the
human rights of the women marching through the streets of Iran;
and we advocate for the young man denied a job by corruption in
Guinea,” he said.

The president said the threat of nuclear weapons constitutes “perhaps
the greatest danger to the American people,” and his administration
is pursuing a strategy to reverse their spread and to ultimately seek
“a world without them.”

The United States and Russia are expected to resume negotiations
on the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) in Geneva
February 1. The president described the proposed pact as “the
farthest-reaching arms control treaty in nearly two decades.”

The agreementis scheduled to be signed ahead of the Nuclear Security
Summit that the president will host in April. Representatives of 44
countries will gather in Washington with the goal of securing “all
vulnerable nuclear materials around the world in four years, so that
they never fall into the hands of terrorists,” he said.

Nations such as North Korea and Iran that are pursuing nuclear
weapons, in turn, are facing stronger economic sanctions and
increasing international unity against their efforts, the president
said.

The president reiterated that American combat brigades will leave
Iraq by the end of August, but the United States will continue to
work in partnership and support with the Iraqi government and its
people. In Afghanistan, he said, stepped up pressure against the
Taliban and increased training of Afghan security forces will allow
those forces to take the lead for their country’s security beginning in
July 2011 and for American troops to begin returning home.

THE ECONOMY

Most of the president’s remarks focused on the American economy.
Obama said that although the worst of the 2008 recession now has
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passed, the U.S. unemployment rate is at 10 percent, businesses
have shut down and American home values have declined.

For many, “change has not come fast enough,” he said, and job
creation will continue to be the top domestic focus in 2010.

One key sector for economic development is clean energy, and the
president said that development of that sector, along with reducing
pollution and mitigating climate change, will provide new jobs and
spur economic growth.

This is “the right thing to do for our future,” Obama said. “The
nation that leads the clean energy economy will be the nation that
leads the global economy. And America must be that nation.”

In addition, the United States needs to increase its exports and
aggressively seek new markets.

“If America sits on the sidelines while other nations sign trade
deals, we will lose the chance to create jobs on our shores,” he said.

The president said his administration will be working in 2010
to shape the Doha round of World Trade Organization talks
in order to increase trade through open markets, and “we will
strengthen our trade relations in Asia and with key partners like
South Korea, and Panama, and Colombia.”

o '_: i o - : / ..."

Along with creating jobs and increasing trade, the president
called for measures to reduce the U.S. national debt, such as
freezing government spending and reforming health insurance.

Obama said his proposed three-year freeze in government
spending would save about $20 billion in 2011, but would not
affect spending in certain areas, including national security,
which includes most foreign assistance.

Passage of health insurance reform legislation not only would
save lives and improve the security of many Americans, but also
would “bring down the deficit by as much as $1 trillion over the
next two decades,” he said.

“Don’t walk away from reform. Not now. Not when we are so
close. Let us find a way to come together and finish the job for
the American people,” the president said.

Obama closed by saying that democracy in a nation of 300
million citizens “can be noisy and messy and complicated.” But
he urged lawmakers to “start anew” after coming through a
difficult decade in order to “carry the [American] dream forward,
and to strengthen our union once more.”

This year, anyone can submit a follow-up question on the
president’s address and vote on others at YouTube.com/

CitizenTube.
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“OUR COMMITMENT TO
PAKISTAN’S FUTURE”

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ROBERT M. GATES
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Nearly 25 years ago, in 1986, I arrived in Islamabad for my first visit to =bbe Uil dﬁﬁ ‘-'a/‘,"}:;‘bb lﬁl/:uﬁ;1986ju’/. u?'{ﬂj

Pakistan to meet with this country’s military leaders and see firsthand )
the training of the Afghan resistance along the border. At the time, our (U"'{w’i c)l;@ZJ_LL);#Lﬁ-;jfféK%}Jul/'uuﬂjvz:y//,l

two countries were working together in unprecedented ways to combat a . . ., : Dt )
common foe. As part of this effort, our militaries went to school together; < /'"‘:UC".L 2L Z—/J‘L“ KUGI/“/‘-‘.QJVU””‘-JVZ S I-LbL
our intelligence services shared insights; and our leaders consulted each || w0 i 2% o
’ AT P RIS SOy o (S -y 1 I 9

other on strategic issues. The long-standing friendship was based on a ‘y o d"v‘(/u‘if i LG el JJ
great sense of mutual commitment, purpose, and benefit. LI A L1 QI3 Ui la I S HE K btbl & st )
I was still in government in the early 1990s, when the Soviet Union 0\ & 1. 2 bl b e T e

left the region and the U.S. largely abandoned Afghanistan and cut e de S EC - ’% ‘;é—/fj
off defense ties with Pakistan — a grave mistake driven by some well- _gf{ gj'{J Vl(..y

intentioned F)ut short-sighted U.S. legislative aer p.ohcy dCC.ISLOHS. e B sy B S Y ruf.'gﬁ)'é 321990
‘Thankfully, times have changed. Even so, much is still made in the media ’ : .

of a “trust deficit”between our nations. As I meet with Pakistan’s civilian J,{/lﬁré_}/?::p Gl (§ G)m’l/d:c)l"/q:_ /;‘LJ,{)@/Z@;/”/@ t"/"l.-'JlL,{/’
and military leaders during my visit, I will emphasize that the United S AN AR T ) .
States wishes to relinquish %he grievances of the gast — grievances held by ‘d{&k‘j’?"gdz Satbede G "gJu’/VO/g-&/’W
both sides — and instead focus on the promise of the future. I will repeat % "uftérlfluiu t)p:u‘d:ézl}:’ élu',ngjlt u{?_éf JA'LU,.(Lﬁ
President Obama’s message that the United States is fully committed to R ) T .t

a stable, long-term, strategic partnership with a democratic Pakistan — (u;/uf Flhe uib%/d/cj)'wfﬁub@ufb_z_q{dlgd/gj LJ'U}F‘I

an enduring relationship based on shared interests and mutual respect . =« . - A s P e
that will continue to expand and deepen in the future on many levels, wg’”c”“éukmﬂ’ﬁ;‘;’y{”-’éé UJL'”{/”(KU"A//“””‘JU

from security cooperation to economic development. uf-al:q{at//):(/;?/o,mﬁ Jﬁf‘f‘_vé Jilﬁ’wcé—/ﬁJva/dg}ﬁ
Today, Pakistan and the United States are allied against a common /)lc«,oJ’Jn}b‘(Gij/Lul"/@d/):"fug,{/lf(u”’;)b'{r%J:,AL}UM

threat. As the people of Pakistan are all too aware, violent extremists

attack innocent civilians, government and religious institutions, and O‘ZL/ﬁ’c«’)U*J/;})?cJW”/LJLdI,L an’f(ﬂ)’[(/(bﬂfiél/,i
security forces —all in an effort to undermine this country and its culture. o

'The tremendous sacrifice of so many Pakistani troops — nearly 2,000 in ;—,L_Z/J/{ U!}/k?:fd/nd) L-E;’/"gc‘— OI[E Jflﬁ/u:yﬁ/ﬂu;ﬂ'(}f{_rl]?l
the last three years — speaks to both their courage and their commitment / Y
to protect their fellow citizens. It also speaks to the magnitude of the N E VS
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security challenges this country faces — and need to for our two nations
to muster the resolve to eliminate lawless regions and bring this conflict
to an end.

The United States and the rest of the international community
understand the gravity of the situation and applaud Pakistan’s drive to
restore peace to all parts of the nation. To this end, the United States has
increased efforts to help the Pakistani military develop the capabilities —
and acquire the equipment — necessary to deal with a threat of this size
and complexity. This effort includes revitalizing our military exchanges,
education, and training programs. With all of our military-to-military
relations, the guiding principle for the United States is doing whatever
we can to help Pakistan protect its own sovereignty and destroy those
who promote the use of terror in this country and plan attacks abroad.
At the same time, the U.S. recognizes that military aid alone will not help
Pakistan solve the problem of violent extremism, and has, accordingly,
expanded civilian assistance to invest in the potential of the Pakistani
people.

I know there is concern that an increased U.S. presence in Afghanistan
will lead to more attacks in Pakistan. It is important to remember that
the Pakistani Taliban operates in collusion with both the Taliban in
Afghanistan and Al Qaeda, so it is impossible to separate these groups.
If history is any indication, safe havens for either Taliban, on either side
of the border, will in the long-run lead to more lethal and more brazen
attacks in both nations — attacks of the kind that have already exacted
a terrible civilian toll. Maintaining a distinction between some violent
extremist groups and others is counterproductive: Only by pressuring

all of these groups on both sides of the border will Afghanistan and

Pakistan be able to rid themselves of this scourge for good — to destroy
those who promote the use of terror here and abroad.

Even as our countries deal with the great challenge along the border
the United States recognizes Pakistan’s important regional and global
leadership role — especially on matters like combating piracy and illicit
narcotics trafficking, two areas where Pakistan has already made valuable
contributions. One of the chief reasons for my visit is to develop a
broader strategic dialogue ~ on the link between Afghanistan’s stability
and Pakistan’s; stability in the broader region; the threat of extremism
in Asia; efforts to reduce illicit drugs and their damaging global impact;
and the importance of maritime security and cooperation. In all of this,
Pakistan can play a central part in maintaining good relations among all
countries in Asia — a precondition for security in this part of the world.
My visit comes at a critical time for the region. Many challenges
remain, but I believe there is reason for hope and optimism. With
common goals and collaboration on a range of issues, a new generation
of Pakistanis and Americans is learning what it means to be long-
term allies, partners, and friends — united in an effort to renew and
strengthen the bonds of trust between our nations.

10| Khabr-o-Nazar
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U.S. Special Envoy
Richard Holbrooke

Visits Pakistan
oﬁfuy:“'}(j.//i
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e/ l."/(.l, s0s936

U.S. Special Envoy, Richard Holbrooke meeting with President of
Pakistan , Asif Ali Zardari at Punjab Governor House in Lahore on
January 15, 2010. (Photo PID)

‘L//'::zGﬂibﬁd}b/)d‘dﬂ@ﬂu@ﬁUJ?V/}’T.«G/’%/,//:?’UJ)‘}LJ/I
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U.S. Special Envoy, Richard Holbrooke meeting with Pakistani
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi at Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Isiamabad on January 13, 2010.
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L \ | : =
U.S. Special Envoy, Richard Holbrooke and Pakistani Federal
Secretary of Water and Power Shahid Rafi exchanging documents
after signing an agreement on Terbella Power Plant repairing in '

Islamabad on January 13, 2010. Ambassador Patterson also present U.S. Special Envoy, Richard Holbrooke meeting with Federal
on the occasion. Secretary Information Technology and Telecom, and representatives

A e % : s f the Telecom firms in Islamabad on January 14, 2010.
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Ambassador
Anne W. Patterson
Discusses

the Future of
U.S.—Pakistan
Relations

Major speech to the Overseas
Investors Chamber of Commerce
and Industry in Karachi

Calling on Pakistan’s business community to join
with government in its partnership with the U. S.
Ambassador Patterson said:

“ For the United States, 2009 was a year marked
by major changes in our approach to this region
and, specifically, our way of engaging Pakistan.
President Barack Obama has personally taken
a great deal of interest in Pakistan, and he has
clearly chosen a new path that is worthy of your
serious attention.

Here in Pakistan, 2009 was a year of great drama
and also much heartbreak - but it also involved
real changes and gave us hope for progress.
However, if we wish to see this New Year through
to greater successes, our governments will need to
focus intently on our priorities, make some critical
decisions and take action.

The U.S. and Pakistan have had a complicated
relationship in recent years. We need to overcome
what U.S, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton called
“a trust deficit” on both sides. Yet, recognizing our
shared interests and concerns, our two governments
have proclaimed a desire, at the very highest levels,
to build a balanced, deep, and broad partnership.
The decisions and actions we take this year will
have long-lasting implications for the future of
this partnership - and we need help from you, the
business community, and everyone else in Pakistan
if we are to succeed.
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