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Dear Readers:

On the longest day of the year, musicians from all over the world
perform free concerts at venues throughout the world in cities and
towns celebrating the rich and diverse role that music plays in our
global community. For the last 27 years, the world has celebrated World
Music Day to pay homage to one of the most important art forms
ever created. Music helps to express cultural identity, generational
differences, religion, and even political ideals. This edition of Khabr-o-
Nazar pays highlights music and its global and regional influence.

This month’s Khabr-o-Nazar also features coverage of a historic meeting
of the Presidents of the United States, Pakistan, and Afghanistan. The
trilateral talks were hailed as a success in the development of regional
security and economic development. Another important article
describes U.S. Secretary of State Hilary Clinton’s announcement of an
additional $110 million from the American people to assist Pakistan’s
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs).

In Khabr-o-Nazar’s regular monthly column, we travel to the State
of Georgia (the Peach State). Georgia’s historical significance relates
not only to the founding of America but also the role it played in the
American Civil War. Today, it’s diversity make it the perfect place fora
visit when traveling to the United States. Meanwhile, two prestigious
scholarship opportunities — the Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship
and the Fulbright Scholar Program are highlighted in our “Seize the
Opportunity” column.

Finally, we'd like to say again how much we appreciate the overwhelming
response of our readers to our new monthly “Question of the Month.”
Each month we receive numerous high quality essays — which makes
the task of choosing winners all the more difficult. We hope that you
will find this month’s question challenging and will once again share
your thoughts with us. As always, we look forward to reading your
comments, suggestions and questions. Thank you for your continued

support and feedback. Have a safe, pleasant, and enjoyable summer
from all of us at Khabr-o-Nazar!

Lo FLrts

Lou Fintor

Editor-in-Chief and Press Attaché

US Embassy Islamabad

E -mail: infoisb@state.gov

Website: http//Islamabad.usembassy.gov
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“Responses from our readers”

4 Khabr-o-Nazar

Please accept wy congratulation on publishing the furst complete
apotitical edition z-r/"Khabr-o—Na@f. It was a wwprmfor me to
mwﬁdam;affwmymwnwmmdnaxt/w World
Tuberculosis Day, clomate c/umﬁe, Earth Day and Arbor Day. In
thela&tﬁwmwdﬁg;mhwetafa@dwzﬁed%emlwk(f%
magazine in fact, you t-rW/prmed it ko an Wa’é/ dfj'j[ermt
product. IWWMWMIWWWW,M
:mdwtit[enf)/owmgm. W:mwcémlyzfthe Yosemite
National Park made the Htle-page so e{@a,m‘ The article, Visit
t/wSO!tatef’&rtﬁeéextuhde{ft/wwmﬁaw,a,u'ttovkmmto
tramnce at once. The gorgeous Mme 177’ Water Gap 7’ Detawnare
WW&:&W?{WWWMW. I had wno idea
about the Arbor Da}/ée/m;th&swmt%wﬁmtﬁmfhatwm
amoﬁuﬂﬂzgm«ymt/a&rmﬁje& Once again tha//ok)/mﬁr
pu%&shﬂtﬁmhafa/m[ommaﬁaw‘

Khalil Hussain, Kavachi
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Ivecently qota chance of reading your wagazine ‘Khabr-o-Nazar”
at wy friend’s office. Al the articles were skillfully written, and

ﬁdl af sound and Meﬁd lnfm‘nwmz. I lovk fmwwd to vead the
next issue z.rf K/m/?r—o—NaW 1 appreciate your dezu'@ edited and
thaug%mpmwka% magazie.
I wondd like to take this gppoviunity to express wy /wm'g‘ebt and
swncere a/}[%’m’aﬁm ]‘Ur your magazme ‘k/mér—a—/vn@f " You
deserve this admevation fm' your commitment to anuu‘z'nﬁ
such vital o'ﬂfm'mati(m in the masses.

Arbeela Hussaen All, via email
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Thank you very much for vegularly sending me your Magazine

“K/m/mo—Naw”[t s redé/ a jo-od magazine with wuch

Wmatwn I would like to suggest you to kmetg/ pubtish
arvticles on trade and business. For example, how can we develop
business relations to boost export y’mﬁwm Pakistan products?

Sh. Motammed Saleem, Sialkot
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K/Mco—m(@ has u’ﬁ/uﬁcmt bmpovtance owing to its Urdu-
Eitﬁ[{'&h composition, excellent de{[ﬁﬂ, and special articles on
Pak-U.5. velations. We can say that this wmagazine is serving the
cause of wutual wnderstanding and [%W\tﬁ[ng people 07' both
countries tojef/wr. AU avticles ave pmz};mth@/, pm‘fz)mlaré/ the
Visit the 50 States, ‘Ask the Consul’ and Seize The Opportunity.
In the end, I would like to suggest you to pubtish articles on
Idamic /M’s?o’i}/, culture and architeture in this magazine.

Motammad Ishtiag, Imyoﬂm
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LookingirANSwers

“Looking for answers" gives our readers a voice to
comment and share their views on myriad topics that are
shaping our world. Each edition of "Looking for Answers”
poses a question to you (our readers) and invites you

to share your thoughts with us in short essay form. All
submissions will be reviewed by the Public Affairs Section
of the U.S. Embassy. Two “monthly winners” will be
chosen and have their essays published in the subsequent
edition of Khabr-o-Nazar. Winners will also receive a
prize from the Public Affairs Section. Along with the two
monthly winners, three "Honorable mentions" will receive
certificates.

The following are the official guidelines for essay
submissions:

Essays should not exceed 250 words

All essay submissions must be sent electronically to
infoisb@state.gov or via mail

All essays must focus on the question presented in
the most current edition of “Looking for Answers"

Deadline for submission of essays is the 25th of every
month.

All submissions must include the submitter's complete
name, telephone number and home or work address.

Essays will be published in the forthcoming editions
of Khabr-o-Nazar.

Winner will receive a prize mailed to their indicated
address.

Question pronth
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Who is/are your favorite Pakistani
musician(s) and what affect has this
person or group had on Pakistani
Culture?
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Winning Article

Pakistani women

in the
olst century?

By Amir Aziz, Lahore

‘The main and the most serious challenge to the womenfolk
of Pakistan is the erroneous and self-styled interpretation
of religious laws. Another major issue is ill-treatment of
women by means of ethnic, tribal or communal customs
and traditions in the garb of religion.

An equally significant issue for the Pakistani woman is
the denial of identity and personality by man folk. It is
essential to recognize women as an institution, and as an
embodiment of compassion and feelings. Unless the status
of Pakistani woman is not recognized as equal to man, she
will remain an instrument of joy, or an alien of some far-
away planet that is just like a zombie without any feeling
or thoughts. Such incarnation doesn't have any sentiments,
or any desire.

One more challenge for the Pakistani womenfolk is the
denial of freedom and independence. Women are not
allowed to maintain an opinion on any issue, and if there is
some freedom to enjoy in having a personal point of view
in some cases, no one is ready to pay heed to her. All her
problems originate from this lack of freedom of expression.
Only this free will can liberate her from all repressions.

Finally, a dilemma that female Pakistanis currently face is
the linkage to her male counterpart. The ever-prevailing
presence of some male member of the family poses a big
challenge for woman. Pakistani women also face several
other issues including lack of education, no access to
healthcare, social inequality, and menace of dowry, mental
torture and physical abuse. The solution of all these problems
is directly related to strengthening of democratic, legal,
social institutions, and a vibrant role of the civil society.

6 | Khabr-o0-Nazar
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Winning Article
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By: Muhammad Sajid-us-Salam,
Bahawalpur

Male dominant societies are accepting gradually the
importance of the role of women in reshaping the world.
Pakistani society is one of these luckily.

Pakistani females are serving efficiently in different disciplines
like Education, Heath, Law, Police, Armed-Forces, Politics,
Agriculture, Social Sector etc side by side men, even then they
are facing a number of problems like poor health, low literacy
rate, high mortality rate, sexual harassment, social injustice,
inhuman treatment, inequality, honor killings, unnatural
customs & traditions etc.

Poor health is a big issue. From day one, they are regarded as
less important to their parents because of the preference of boys
over girls in all cases like nutrition (Food) and Education.

Even married females prefer their husbands and other family
members over themselves in nutritional matters. Insufficient
food leads to a poor health and a great cause of high mortality
rate during pregnancy. Different countries and organizations
are helping Pakistan to cope with these matters. Yet, the
mismanagement and poor implementation of policies is a
great obstacle in elimination of these problems.

Social injustice, inequality & sexual harassment are other
considerable issues. If the matrimonial bond breaks, the party
who always suffers is woman. They have no forum to appeal,
only a few established by in the recent past.

Unnatural customs and inhuman tradition like Vani, Karo-
Kari, Watta-Satta, marriage with Quraan & Honor-Killing
are the major obstacles in the prosperity of women in Pakistan.
But brave women of Pakistan are endeavoring hard to tackle
these problems and progressing gradually.
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Dr. Naveed Igbal Ansari, Karachi
Syed Kamal Bukhari, Azad Kashmir




Completely different from a music festival,
the Féte de la Musique is above all a free
popular event, open to any participant
(amateur or professional musicians) who
wants to perform in it. This Music day
allows the expression of all styles of music
in a cheerful atmosphere. It aims at a large
audience, working to popularize musical
practice for young and not so young people
trom all social backgrounds. It gives an
opportunity to communicate and share a
very special moment through music.

The musicians are asked to perform for
free, and all the concerts are free for the
public. They play in open-air areas such

as streets and parks or in public buildings
like museums, train .\'rzitions, restaurants as
long as there is no charge to the public. The
Feéte de la Musique encourages major music
institutions (orchestra, operas, choirs, etc.)
to performm outside their usual locations. In
this way it offers an opportunity to develop
exchange and promote encounters between
young musicians and well-known talents as
well as the general public.

B WHERE IT STARTED

The idea was first broached in 1976 by
American musician Joel Cohen, then
employed by the national French radio
station France Musique. Cohen proposed
an all-night music celebration at the
moment of the summer solstice. The idea
was taken up by French Music and Dance
director Maurice Fleuret for Minister of
Culture Jack Lang in 1981 and first took
place in 1982. FFor more than 20 years this
unique international event, dedicated to all
music and musicians, has spread to more
than 340 cities in 110 countries worldwide.

>

Tracy Byrd performs at the Country Music
Association Music Festival, June 2008 in
Nashville, Tenn.
8 | Khabr-o-Nazar
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ThreQawwali
Influence

Sufi Muslim
mystical singing e
shapes world music |

Nusrat Fa
r A Pakistani

- 1 (AP Photo/Saced Ahmed)
10 Khabr-0-Nazar 39 | BRI




Sou rees www.america. o
o

The track “The Face of Love” is a different sort of
collaboration, featuring the lead singer for the Seattle-
based alternative rock band Pearl Jam, Eddie Vedder,
and the great Pakistani musician Nusrat Fateh Ali
Khan, and produced by Ry Cooder. Khan was a leading
performer of qawwali, a genre of mystical singing

practiced by Sufi Muslims in Pakistan and India.

Qawwali singing is accompanied by a double-headed
drum called the dholak and a portable keyboard
instrument called the harmonium, which creates a
continuous drone under the singing. In traditional
settings the lead singer alternates stanzas of traditional
poetic texts with spectacular and elaborate melodic
improvisations, in an attempt to spiritually arouse his
listeners and move them into emotional proximity with
the Divine,

During the 1990s Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan became the
first qawwali artist to command a large international
following, owing to his performances at the annual
WOMAD festivals curated by the rock star Peter
Gabriel. Khan began to experiment with nontraditional
instruments and to work with musicians outside the
qawwali tradition, leading some critics to charge that
the music had moved away from its spiritual roots.

“All these albums are experiments,” Khan told the
interviewer Ken Hunt in 1993. “There are some people
who do not understand at all but just like my voice. I
add new lyrics and modern instruments to attract the
audience. This has been very successful.”

(4
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redeem the soul of a convicted murderer on the verge of execution —~ was
the first to foreground Khan's contributions. Many reviews of Dead
Man Walking stressed the contribution of Khan's voice to the haunting,
mystical, and spiritual atmosphere of the film. The song “IThe Face of
Love”is based on a simple melody, sung first by Khan with lyrics in the
Urdu language, and then with English lyrics by Pear! Jam’s lead singer
Eddie Vedder:

Jeena kaisa Pyar bina [ What is life without love] ~

Is Duniya Mein Aaye ho to [Now that you have come to this world] (2x)
Ek Duije se pyar karo [Love each other, one another]

Look in the eyes of the face of love

Look in her eyes, for there is peace

No, nothing dies within pure light

Only one hour of this pure love

To last a life of 30 years

Only one hour, so calm and dark

'This is not an example of music’s functioning as a universal language, for
most members of the film’s American audience neither understood the
words that Khan sang nor possessed any knowledge of the centuries-
long history of Sufi mystical traditions. Nonetheless, it could be argued
that this is a case where the well-meaning effort of artists to reach across
cultural and musical boundaries does produce something like an aesthetic
communion, a common purpose embodied in musical texture and poetry.
Khan's appearance on the soundtrack of Dead Man Walking led to his
being signed by the indie label American Recordings, managed by Rick
Rubin, formerly the mastermind behind the rappers Run-D.M.C. and
the Beastie Boys. The American music industry’s market positioning of
world music as yet another variant of alternative music is indicated by
that label’s roster of artists, which included not only Nusrat Fateh Ali
Khan but also the “death metal” band Slayer, the rap artist Sir MixA-Lot,
and the country music icon Johnny Cash.

12 | Khabr-0-Nazar

S Efinut A8t Dead Man Walking 51996
“L3/@;’;%(&};”JCUJJI_~D,£uJLgJJ"b"v&/'i“L
J'ui'uﬁ/?J—"é-ﬂ/,(EJ'-LLJW}"’}’JUGU%Q/J
2Bl L AL TS e Al e b Pk
The Face of - /UL 1% Ut 7Lkt
AnA L) i a P 2 Fyi5ni-Love
WAL oSy AL S LREL oy

bl L b
I T

Jﬁl_@ca'_»_ﬂ

Look in the eyes of the face of love
Look in her eyes,for there is peace
No,nothing dies within pure light

Only one hour of this pure love
To last a life of 30 years
Only one hour,so calm and dark
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Songwriter
Kareem Salama
Combines

Muslim Faith and
Country Music

Everyone finds his mix of country music and

Islam remarkable except him
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Source: www.america.gov
Wiriter: Howard Cincotta

For Kareem Salama, home is the American
Southwest, where country music provides
much of the soundtrack to daily life. But
home also meant growing up in a devout
Muslim household and studying the rich
textures of classical Arabic literature and
poetry.

So when Salama, 30, started writing and
singing his own songs, it was quite natural
that he would combine a sensibility rooted
in his Muslim faith with a compelling voice
and a distinctive Southern accent — even if
others find the combination startling.

OKLAHOMA AND MUSIC

Salama’s parents are Egyptians who moved
to Oklahoma, where they raised him along
with two brothers and a sister. As a child,
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