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A girl reads her tattered Urdu lesson at an open air school
in Bhair Sodian Village in Northeastern Pakistan near the
Indian border.

(AP Photo/John McConnico)
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Peace Corps volunteer Madrelle Cartwright, from Hawaii,
right, teaches Miguel Antonio Placencia, 39, at the Altagracia
farm in Los Marranitos, 80 miles northwest of Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic.

(AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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Dear Readers

In the month of September, the world pauses and highlights the
important role that literacy plays in the development of humanity.
For over 40 years, International Literacy Day has been used by
the United Nations to combat illiteracy on a global scale. Literacy
is not a luxury; it is a right and a responsibility. Today, one fifth
of the world’s adult population is illiterate. In an international
community increasingly dedicated to the principles of equality and
opportunity, illiteracy is unacceptable. As people around the world
celebrate International Literacy Day, Khabr-o-Nazar joins in the
celebration by dedicating the September issue to this cause. During
the month of September the Muslim world is also celebrating its
holy month of Ramadan. In this month’s edition you will find
President Obama’s Ramadan message to the Muslim world along
with a Muslim American’s viewpoint on how one family celebrates
the holy month in the United States.

In our regular features the book of the month stresses the
importance of childhood education, we travel to the Mid-Atlantic
state of Maryland and see the effects of literacy on the life of a

Pakistani woman in “One Success at a Time.”

On a personal note, I am excited to return to Pakistan after being
away for five years. I worked at the U.S. embassy from 2003-2004
and it has been great to come back and reconnect with so many
old friends. The most interesting change I have noticed since my
last posting in Islamabad is the explosion in new media. This is
particularly true in terms of broadcast media. Pakistan’s media
environment is certainly one of the most dynamic and exciting
in the world. We hope that Khabr-o-Nazar will continue to
contribute to the dynamism of the media market here and as always
welcome any thoughts or suggestions that you may have regarding
the magazine.

Richard W. Snelsire
Editor-in-Chief and Press Attaché
US Embassy Islamabad

E - mail: infoisb@state.gov
Website: http//Islamabad.usembassy.gov
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