August*‘2009




Table of Contents

The Editor’s Corner

/,e.«‘ﬁf
Khabr Chat
’ UTJJ://G
Looking for Answers
Jedotz
Winning Articles
OACS=1Tt]
International Youth Day
utlzirwju

Youth Worldwide Join in Call to Stop Use of Child Soldiers
:/“L?JZ)/[JV:”LU)f/n/)bé(j}’(ju}"i}ki/k)
Independence Day Celebrations i
=l ATy
Friendship Through Music
2 5L AP G L -
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s Interview
)’J/':(Lj} UIJKJWKJ)}/U/A
USEFP Holds Pre-departure Orientation for Fulbright Grantees
ﬂl//KdV/JWLDLLJ/K/' 4 M

Monthly Columns el dlala

Alumni Connect
=
Sieze the Opportunity
H & Bhibe By
Visit the 50 States -
E o sigdL o
One Success at a Time
H SR
Book of the Month
H Ask the Consul
éﬁga‘j"}
H Videography
3125

News & Views

Khabr-o-Nazar
il O yutmi

Editor-in-Chief

Lou Fintor

Press Attaché and

Country Information Officer
U.S. Embassy Islamabad

Managing Editor
Jeremiah Knight

Assistant Information Officer
U.S. Embassy Islamabad

Cultural Editor

Leslie Philips

Assistant Cultural Affairs Officer
U.S. Embassy Islamabad
Published by

Public Affairs Section

Embassy of the

United States of America
Ramna-5, Diplomatic Enclave
Islamabad. Pakistan

Phone: 051-2080000

Fax: 051-2278607

Email; infoisb@state.gov
Website: http//islamabad.usembassy.gov ............
Designed by

Saeed Ahmed

051-2080000 -
051-2278607 -+

Front Cover (a9

A group of children play under the shade of atreein a
park in Manila as they pass their time while they wait
for their parents who attend to their stores nearby.
Working parents who have put up small businesses,
bring their kids with them as no one are left to attend
to them. (AP Photo/Pat Roque)
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Polish children play in a ball pit at an exhibition for
children in Warsaw, Poland. Authorities set up a large
tent in downtown Warsaw with toys for children.

( AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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In this issue, we highlight one of the world’s most valuable
resources — young people. Over 27 percent of the world’s popu-
lation is under the age of 14 and meeting their social, economi-
cal, health and educational needs is key to insuring a viable
future for our planet. We celebrate the world’s youth by exam-
ining not only what we can all do for them, but what they are
doing for themselves.

On July 4th, the United States marked its 233rd year of inde-
pendence — and we invite you to celebrate this occasion with
us through a collection of photographs highlight events held at
our Embassy in Islamabad and Consulates throughout Paki-
stan . Meanwhile, at our annual Pre-departure Orientation, we
also said farewell to a group of 154 Pakistani Fulbright scholars
who will be begin their study toward advanced degrees in the
United States.

Among our regular features is a journey a stop in the state of
Massachusetts, a “Book of the Month” that tackles important
issues facing American Youth, and a challenge for you to “Seize
the Opportunity “ by explaining the ways in which you can
benefit from study abroad in the United States.

Finally, the Fall season is widely hailed as a time of change
-- and we at Khabr-O-Nazar are likewise undergoing change.
With my assignment in Pakistan completed, your next issue
will introduce my successor, Richard Snelsire, as the magazine’s
new Editor-in-Chief. It has been both a gratifying — and chal-
lenging — year for all of us. Over the last 12 months we have
launched a complete redesign of the magazine in the hopes
that it would become more informative, entertaining, and ul-
timately useful for you, our loyal readers. I know that this pro-
cess of evolution will continue with the talented and dedicated
staff that brings you this magazine every month. To them, I
am grateful for the many hours and comraderie spent in brain-
storming meetings, marathon editing sessions, and design re-
views. But most of all, I am grateful to all of you — our readers
~ for the many emails and letters offering your suggestions,
your ideas, stories about your lives, and your overall feedback.
Thank you for allowing us to be part of your lives every month
and for being part of ours. Best wishes in all your endeavors
and may all of you reach your goals.

o T

Lou Fintor

Editor-in-Chief and Press Attaché
US Embassy Islamabad

E -mail: infoisb@state.gov

Website: http//Islamabad.usembassy.gov
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“Responses from our readers”

The way President Obama has addvessed the Muslim
world (Kbhabr-o-Nazar, 7u(17] and tried to 5ri&/ﬂe the
qap between the United States and the Muslims across
the world is commendable. 9 ﬁo/)e that his yﬁeecé will
cerz‘ain{y remove misconceplions and a/)preﬁemiam'
among the Muslims about the U.S,, and it wi///’mue way
for mutual umfmfam/inﬂ between the United States and
Muslim countries. Another salient feature of this edition
was the informative articles and pictures ahout the U.S,
in/e/)enz/ence /ay, Those nations who won freedom
fﬁrm{gé tremendous sacrifices, a/wayr celehrate their
inafepem/ence //ﬂyy with zeal and zest. And such nations
are oerfm’n@ ﬁ'w’nj nations,  The American nation is
without doubt a live nation. 9 salute them.

Nfz/'eaéu//aﬁ
District Tank

9 extend felicitation to the United States and its eoﬁ/e
on their im/epen/ﬁenca day,  We look forward f/:u‘ the
U, will, p/a piuot‘a/ role for the prosperity and [rogress
of small anj foor countries. The /J/;aufiﬁl/ picture of
firswork at the Capitol Hill in Washington in the July

issue was very impressive. President Ohama's addvess that

Khabr Chat S;:\

he made at the Cairo '(/m'w}rrif in Eﬂ/ﬂ‘ demonstrates

his /70/1'{7‘0&:/ acumen. His y/m'cZ was commended here in
Pakistan foo.

M. Qadeer Raja

Wlamabad

Khahr-o-Nazar is an  informative and  beautiful
combination of Urdu and Enﬁﬁ'xﬁ /anﬂuﬂ es. This is
the time when we need p/af/arm to join [Zrm@ to work
as qoodwill ambassadors to remove mb’concepliom’ @
inifiafirig /ﬁ'ﬂfaﬂuex, @h@éfmj re@fon Yslam and its
ideals oj[Jwﬁce, tolerance and peace. This magazine is
one of the ‘gaa/ exﬂmpﬁy of fresenting frue picture of
relationshi
as a cafaé)ﬁ o yfrenﬂféen frienﬁé'ﬁip between TJaéiylhn
and the United States of America.

Yaved Akhtar Khaskheli
Badin

between the two countries, and it is workin
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LookingirANSwers

“Looking for answers” gives our readers a voice to &k ok, /:’uﬁf'/"@'/ﬁ'v/i;/?abﬁfﬁu lfuf /G’;/h"uiu"tﬁ,!ﬁ“
comment and share their views on myriad topics that are e ,., - 4 ; s g8

shaping our world. Each edition of “Looking for Answers" oL c?.iﬁu.fo/k“/pug.)_/d/..«//d/.l.;)dmﬁ‘ab/f'/df(
poses a question to you (our readers) and invites you A K ls 2 J/:Ju,ﬂf/i}vg ST L/J'!’-ﬁc

to share your thoughts with us in short essay form. All y oo SO, L . '
submissions will be reviewed by the Public Affairs Section PR I SlE R gL 1040 o VA PR e/

of the US. Embassy. Two “monthly winners” will be Sl goha el R o Fe i1 - /
I S > 1§ & Fe f . =
chosen and have their essays published in the subsequent o T Py 2o S tr™ L 132050l 1€

edition of Khabr-o-Nazar. Winners will also receive a Lrilfie b Sl 25 2 JLLa Jé@u?,gdﬁd/
prize from the Public Affairs Section. Along with the two s T X A T
monthly winners, three "Honorable mentions” will receive Ui‘”"/"KZ-l?%/}kffgutb”ﬁ‘}bw'ﬁ/”“évﬁwﬁb KLL?

certificates. iy d% uf/le Bl

The following are the official guidelines for essay Sar— . .

submissions: (Ut Wil ) el ZX gl
m Essays should not exceed 250 words ~"¢:.lgtﬂd-7d’}’”&/'<'—5w"’dlﬂ’j'u/” [

m All essay submissions must be sent electronically to {_,ﬁ_ﬂ;,g/)_,& infoisb@state.gov,g/jﬁ u‘fdvu:wru" [
infoisb@state.gov or via mail

m All essays must focus on the question presented in / . . B - -
the most current edition of "Looking for Answers" “SLeLy s A Sl Fr g S e So s Wl m
B Deadline for submission of essays is the 25th of every Lf;/bZ SJ &/.@/ b }'TJ S_wlrore o

month.
m All submissions must include the submitter's complete Crlmz, KP’L/E’V/U”(}: ity EHur L Utwrl} "
name, telephone number and home or work address.

<‘Ld/5/""
m Essays will be published in the forthcoming editions P . o e
of Khabr-o-Nazar. LU LU T f ft e
m Winner will receive a prize mailed to their indicated K E Sy LS f u
address. '
Question 0 55
10N Month | J | Gl s ots
What are some of the major S92 5L S S Sae
challenges facing Pakistani youth in s .
the 21st century? ?U.?"'—U’KU’KJL”“—"/M‘%%’U’

Khabr-0-Nazar \ 5



Winning Article

Who is/are your
favorite

Pakistani

musician(s)
and what effect has this

person or group had on
Pakistani Culture?

By Amir Aziz
Lahore

It is said that music is the food for soul. We can debate the
veracity of this statement. But t is a universal truth that music
has no borders, no language, no religion and no country. Music
enters the heart, and brings the soul of a listener to an ethereal
world of his or her own imagination.

Many musicians have played their part in promoting music in
Pakistan but two personalities stand tall among them and have
given rise to a soft and gentle feeling beyond violence. First
and the most important personality is late Madam Noor Jehan
whose voice not only captured hearts of the people but gave a
new dimension to the society. She entered the music industry
at a time when women were looked down upon for being in
the music field. But Madam Noor Jehan represented Pakistani
womenfolk and encouraged other women to enter into this
field. Patriotic and national songs sung by her gave a message
of patriotism to young Pakistanis.

Second person is Igbal Bano. She also gave life to this art at
a time when music was thought to be improper and indecent.
Igbal Bano gave Pakistani society a humane and revolutionary
thinking through her voice and poetry of revolutionary poets.
She sang a poem by late Faiz Ahmad Faiz “ab takht giraey jaen
gey aur taj uchaley jaen gey” (now rulers will be dethroned, and
crowns will be tossed) in such a way that it turned out to be a
groundbreaking song. Through her music she gave a message to
Pakistanis to stand up for their lawful rights, which is the first
step for the society’s progress.

6 Khabr-0-Nazar
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Winning Article
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Khadim Hussain Subhpoto
Hyderabad

Music is a universal language. It transcends the barriers of
boundaries, language, culture and creed. It unifies people
irrespective of their religion, caste, color and creed.

Abida Perveen is my favorite singer. She belongs to the
upper Sindh, Pakistan. She is a great singer and musician.
She has greatly influenced the culture of Pakistan with
her supreme and incredible performance to promote
spirituality and uphold the truth. She, being citizen of
the country where Sufism, religious, philosophical and
spiritual thoughts are held in great esteem and highly
valued thanks to the religious tendency and mindset of the
people living here, is immensely proud of her abilities to
render great services with the help of her music. Listening
to her canorous, melodious and honeyed voice sends us
in a kind of trance and ecstasy. Her magical, soul-stirring
rendition with truthful voice consolidates or strengthens
our belief that music is indeed a food for soul.

Pakistan is land of saints and Sufis. Spiritualism is
ingrained in the very nature of its people. Abida Perveen
has further increased this passion among people by singing
the thought-provoking, soul-uplifting and spiritual works
of Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai, Baba Bulleh Shah, Shah
Hussain and Sultan Bahoo. The great message of these
saints and Sufis coupled with her supreme and incredibly
mesmerizing voice has successfully inspired and motivated
people to follow the right path, resisting the satanic
temptation and avoiding all kinds of evils and social vices.
She has also sung the ghazals of the great poets like Faiz
Ahmed Faiz with immaculate ease. We all are proud of her
and pray for her longevity, for she is our great asset.
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International Youth Day is an awareness
day designated by the United Nations.
The first IYD was on 12 August 2000. As
with other political awareness days, such
as Earth Day, the purpose of the day is to
draw attention to a given set of cultural
and legal issues surrounding an endangered
demographic. International Youth day is on
August 12 each year. It was designated by |
the United Nations in 1999 by the adoption
of resolution 54/120.

Itismeantasan opportunity for governments
and others to draw attention to youth issues
worldwide. Concerts, workshops, cultural
events, and meetings involving national
and local government officials and youth
organizations are all part of this effort.

Each year an international theme is chosen
the highlights a particular youth issue
which the United Nations encourages all
nations to focus on. The theme for 2009
is “Sustainability: Our Challenge. Our - (AP Photo)
Future”. e

SUSTAINABILITY: OUR CHALLENGE. OUR FUTURE.

Sustainability does not only refer to maintaining environmental balance and renewal. Sustainability encapsulates three facets
of life: the environment, society and the economy. We live our lives in the overlaps and intersections of these facets, and our
actions and attitudes help shape them. Their changing shapes in turn affect the way we are able to live our lives. The negative
effects of unsustainable behavior are not easily contained. As has been proven by the global crises in food, the economy and the
environment, the concept of the global village has gone beyond being a useful analogy to being a hard reality, making clear the
need to adopt a global sense of social responsibility.

e

8 | Khabr-o-Nazar
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(AP Photo)

With these things in mind, as the energizers of today
and the holders of tomorrow, it is imperative that
youth embrace the challenge of sustainability in its
fullness as they help pave the way forward through the
21st century and beyond. Youth action, inclusion, and
their full participation are key to developing today’s
world for the generations of today and tomorrow and
central to a sustainable existence.

WHAT IS HAPPENING AROUND THE
WORLD TO MARK THE DAY

To commemorate the Day, young people (11 to 25)
from all around the world can submit photographs
and drawings to participate in a global photography
competition “Shoot Nations”. A selection of
photographs will be presented to the United Nations
and displayed at UN Headquarters from 3-14 August
in commemoration of International Youth Day. For
more information, please visit http://shootnations.
org or email: hello@shootnations.org.

10 | Khabr-o-Nazar



