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Dear Readers:

In this January-February combined issue of Khabr-o-Nazr you will also
notice a few more design changes as we continue to move forward
with implementing and expanding the magazine by incorporating
many of the changes suggested by you, our loyal readers. We deeply
appreciate the feedback we have received from you and the many
ideas for making the magazine more interesting, interactive, reader
friendly, and responsive. This issue will be the last of our consolidated
bi-monthlies; beginning with the next issue (March), you will begin
receiving the magazine on a monthly basis during the first week of
each month.

On January 20, President Barak Obama became the first African-
American President of the United States. During his inauguration,
approximately 1.8 million people braved a cold Washington, D.C. winter
day to share in this historic event. Meanwhile, in Islamabad, Karachi,
and Lahore we gathered with our Pakistani friends and colleagues to
also mark the occasion. Through this issue of Khabr-o-Nazar hope
you, our readers, with share in the excitement of the Inaugural. We
also take you through the history of U.S. commemorative holidays
that fall in January and February: Black History Month, Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Day and President’s Day that honors Presidents George
Washington and Abraham Lincoln. Among our new regular features,
we have launched a tour of the United States by highlighting a U.S.
state in every issue; these are selected in chronological order by their
date of admission to the United States. This issue focuses on Delaware,
the first state to be admitted to the union. We accompany our new
Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, at her first day on the job. Finally,
we inaugurate the “Looking for Answers” contest that will appear in
each issue. We invite you to share your views on the question posed in
each issue and will publish the two winning essays in the next issue of
Khabr-o-Nazr. Each of the two winners and three additional "honorable
mentions” will receive certificates of recognition and a prize.

You will also notice a few more design changes as we continue to
move forward with implementing and expanding the magazine by
incorporating many of the changes suggested by you, our loyal readers.
As always, we solicit your feedback and look forward to hearing from
you. Thank you again.

Fo FnTx

Lou Fintor

Editor-in-Chief and Press Attaché

US Embassy Islamabad

E-mail: infoisb@state.gov

Website: http//lslamabad.usembassy.gov
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“Responses from our readers”

[ have read The KHABR-O-NAZAR  0r-lingual
magazine: [ have gone [hrough its tonfenis and
kave found it Jo-Go an owlsianding magazine; having
wsetul information. The hard work with whick the
miagazine has leer compiled in English and Urdw /s
praiseworihy. With reference fo- ils reading materia,
i1 is @ useful and informative magazing which 1ells
atout The US Government engagement with Fakislan
in The fielts of eaucalion, economic; and civil sociely
aevelopment. This also displays the Friendly lies
and mutnal eforts of both the couniries 1o steer
Fakistan Towards The path of economic prosperity,
development of social sector, freeaom of The press
and The establishment of aemocraiic instituions.
FAISAL NAVEER TOOR
fassalatad

! received your lalest issue of magazine which
was wice and tnformative. First of all accept ny
heartiest congrafulations on the election of The
new US. Fresident. By virfue of fhe arficle on
Holdays Season [ learned a lof atout Hanoprak
and Kwanzaa:

SANA gLt

Ranalpindi

[ cant help reading This magnificent magazine
Khabro-Nagar. rather it is what a person needs o
read af their door step. [ fike the fact That if contains
msightful articles accompanied by vifrant pictures.
I This up Jo-date era; [ Gelieve Thal everyone should
Gz familiar with This fanfastic bringual magazine:
What i, ‘Khabro-Nazar” is published monthly rather
Than leing publishea by Two- moniths Together? /n
This fashion readers do-not have Jo- hang around for
two- moniths. Thanks Khabro-Nazar” for providing
qualily News and Views.

With Warm Regards
Etsan Ulah Shak
Quefin
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LookingrorAnswer

Khabr-o- Nazar is pleased to announce the launch of its new
monthly column "Looking for Answer". This new addition of the
magazine gives our readers a voice to comment and share their
views on a myriad of topics that are shaping our world. Each
edition of "Looking for Answer"” will pose a question to you (our
readers) and invite you to share your thoughts with us in short
essay form. All submissions will be reviewed by the Public Af-
fairs Section of the U.S. Embassy. Two "monthly winners" will be
chosen and have their essays published in the subsequent edition
of Khabr-o-Nazar. Winners will also receive a prize from the Public
Affairs Section.

The following are the official guidelines for essay submissions:

m Essays in either English or Urdu should not exceed 250 words

u All essay submissions can be sent electronically to infoisbh@
state.gov or via mail

m All essays must focus on the question presented in the most
current edition of “Looking for Answer”

» Deadline for submission of essays is the 25th of every
month.

m All submissions must include the submitter's complete name,

telephone number and home or work address.

"

Essays will be published in the edition following the next issue
of Khabr-o0-Nazar.

m Winner will receive a prize mailed to their indicated address.
m Along with the two monthly winners three “honorable

mentions” will recieve certificates

Question ny o nth

On January 20, 2009, the world focused in on the U.S.
to witness a historic inauguration. One of President
Obama’s main campaign platforms was his promise
to bring about “Change” for the American people in
reference to both domestic and international policies.
What are you views on Obama’s vision for “Change”?

M IFL Stz S B S Gun GPL Sl O
cerLI//g%l{otﬁr; .:q/.ulfgj//l?;mui’ﬂul-‘aplgg@}
S LR LSSz Sk S P
AL 21 It e S P LU by i
Ersol bl o7 o2 e L §
L S B AL Uik ok T B2 I
WAy R O ST G

Ut 5tndroili 2 e
_nimlic bW2500»” W
-uf/\?;;,"f/? infoisb@state.gov:um AIJS It
L E I & s ML S 2" U i
2080 bk TS e
el t s, bLSr LAk L
KL LT E G258 I W
LS LBt T f e
LS S e L L S

d'HlSol-ognl

o G SE B e 55 5o 200905220
J_lyLu,:!gdliuwfmuﬁu%;ﬁlugK{qg'lgf,,g,im_ﬁf//?.{ ol
N I

e YL T

e



Ohama’s

Evokes Global Celebration

President is first person of color
to govern country with white majority

stepnen saurman
f

Washington — The flag-draped western face of the
U.S. Capitol in Washington briefly became the focus of
worldwide attention on January 20 as Barack Obama
was sworn in as president and delivered his inaugural
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(AP Photo)

address, calling on Americans to meet the chalienges that currently
face them and telling the world that the American spirit “is stron-
ger and cannot be broken’

The live telecasts and webcasts of President Obama's inaugura-
tion ceremony united audiences all over the world. At the same
time, U.S. television networks brought Americans the public reae
tions from places such as the Indonesian school Obama attended
for four years and his father’s village in Kogelo, Kenya.

The former lllinois senator’s rise to become the 44th president of
the United States is a story that has inspired Americans and non-
Americans alike.

Besides making his mark in U.S. history as the nation’s first African-
American president, Obama is now the first person of color to
govern a country with a white majority.

That significance was felt strongly among many Africans, who
take great pride in Obamas Kenyan ancestry. Celebrating his heri-
tage, the new president invited three of his Kenyan relatives to join
him for the Washington festivities.

“This is the first of its kind; a reader from South Africa told
America.gov, adding “l| am proud to be a black’

WORLD REACTS

Kenya was not the only country celebrating itself as a land of

Obama's ancestors. The small Irish town of Moneygall near Dublin
decked itself out in the red, white and blue colors of the American
flag for the occasion. The president’s great-great-great grandfather
on his mother’s side is believed to have emigrated from there to the
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(AP Photo)

United States in 1850.

Despite a chilly evening in India, many viewed the proceedings as they
happened live at 9 p.m. local time, holding impromptu gatherings in
restaurants. In neighboring Pakistan, schoolchildren celebrated earlier
in the day with a prayer ceremony for global peace.

Faith healers in Peru practiced an ancient Andean ritual known as Ja-
tun Sonjo, or "Big Heart," which originally was dedicated to rulers of
the Inca civilization. The ceremony included chanting Obama's name
while shaking rattles and throwing flower petals at his photograph.
The town of Obama, Japan, had its own special inaugural celebration
with a ceremony at a Buddhist temple, followed by a Hawaiian-style
party and hula dancing to honor the president's birthplace in the
50th US. state. The Kenyan name Obama means “little beach’ in
Japanese, and the town has enjoyed newfound fame thanks to that
coincidence.

A Ugandan reader pointed out to America.gov that the president's
first name, Barack, means "blessing” in Swahili. He wrote, "May the
good lord bless you during this amazing time of your life leader-
ship”

SYMBOL OF EMPOWERMENT,
ENGAGEMENT

Obama'’s inauguration offered reasons to celebrate besides his heri-
tage: Some viewed his presidency as the empowerment of the post-
baby-boom generation; for others it represented a new beginning in
America's relations with the world.

A reader from the Netherlands welcomed Obama's inaugural address
for its "warning of greed and [the] failure of the previous administra-
tion. ... | feel safe again and the hatred against the West will diminish
much sooner now]" he wrote, but also hoped that people will "not
expect too much too soon’

A reader in Canada welcomed the improvement in the U.S. public im-
age, saying, "As Canadians we feel it when you hurt, and are happy
to share in this great joy’

That sentiment was echoed in a comment from South Africa. A
reader told America.gov that if the United States is able to “find
peace and prosperity, then the rest of the world will more than likely
follow!

“Especially the Third World countries; she said. "Every time the USA
sneezes, we cop the fallout”
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Inauguration Day

EVENTS

“ISLAMABAD”

Embassy Islamabad Public Affairs put together a "total package” of Inau-
guration Day activities. On Monday, the Press Section solicited the state
broadcaster, PTV, to tape a 20-minute interview with Ambassador Pat-
terson on the meaning of Inauguration Day, the history of inauguration,
parallels and differences with Pakistani Presidential inaugurations (“the
peaceful transition of power"), and so on. The interview was staged at
the Ambassador's Residence and broadcast nationwide as the local "lead-
in" to their live coverage of the inauguration. In addition, the audio por-
tion was dubbed in Urdu and broadcast in regular rotation all day on Radio
Pakistan.

On the evening of January 20 from 8:30pm (local time) until after mid-
night, the Ambassador hosted a large reception at her residence for more
than 120 media, political figures, the business community, and other key
contacts to watch the inauguration. Guests were greeted by a post-gen-
erated poster standing exhibit lining the entrance that featured pictures
and biographical information of all past US. Presidents. Inside the Resi-
dence, flags and a red, white and blue scheme provided a festive backdrop
for the occasion.

Live coverage of the inauguration was displayed on a large screen via
projector and three plasma sets located in various rooms. Guest were
eager to pick up and take home copies of the special edition Islamabad
Public Affairs' English and Urdu magazine Khabr-o-Nazar - hot off the
presses in time for the reception -- featuring President Obama on its
cover, the eJournalUSA publication: “Barack Obama: 44th President of the
United States” and special souvenir Embassy Islamabad Inauguration Day
commemorative pamphlets which were compiled, written and produced
in-house and shared with Consulate Lahore for distribution during a re
ception they also held there. ~ ~
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Inauguration Day

EVENTS

“KARACHI”

Lincoln Corner Karachi celebrated the inauguration
of President Barak Obama on January 21, 2009. It

k|
* Kk ok k ok k k k k k Xk
downloaded IIP publications including e-journal and .
her inf ' he US presi d hi * “
s e o o e i s (e ) g (S 91

Recorded oath taking and speech of President 000

*¢
Obama from CNN was played throughout the day. H uﬂ
* %

People took much interest and termed this event
as historic in reference to President Obama being

the African American President of the United States. Gk ”
They praised President Obama for his remarks about @
Muslims and hoped that the new administration will g

change its policies towards Pakistan and Muslim | . SE el P s
world. They also appreciated the way this transition < U PGS e PO 1 v saents 8 )
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Inauguration Day

EVENTS

“LAHORE”

In view of the immense interest in the U.S. Elections and
their result, U.S. Consulate Lahore’s Principal Officer Bryan
Hunt hosted around 250 guests at his residence to watch
the Presidential Inauguration ceremony, culminating months
of programming on various aspects of the US. electoral
process.

“Starting in October 2008, the U.S. Consulate hosted a
series of programs to mark the U.S. Presidential Elections;
stated Public Affairs Officer Traci Mell. “We talked about the
primaries and caucuses, the Presidential debates, and the
Electoral College, and even held a mock poll where students
voted in favor of President Obama’

Televisions were set up throughout the residence and
a projector screen was arranged so that all guests could
watch the ceremony. Guests were also provided with copies
of the publication "The New President: 44th President of
the United States” and a Mission-designed handboaok about
the Inauguration Ceremony.

Several guests wore their "Obama/Biden” pins received during
the Consulate's election results breakfast on November 4,
2008.

After the ceremony, many guests congratulated Consulate
staff on the new administration and the democratic
transition process.
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