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Dear Readers,

For the October issue, Khabr-o-Nazar celebrates the diversity of
cultural history around the world. Since ancient times, Pakistan
has had a rich, diverse culture, and cultural preservation here
and around the world is an issue with which we should all be
concerned.

For the last eight years, American embassies under the U.S.
Ambassador’s Fund for Cultural Preservation have assisted in
preserving cultural heritage in 120 countries through projects
such as restoration of historic buildings, improving museums,
safeguarding archeological treasures, and preserving artisanal
crafts that play such a large part in defining culture. Here in
Pakistan, the fund is helping restore two exceptional monuments
to early Sufi saints dating back 900 years, among other important
projects. We also look at some of the fund’s larger projects across
the continents.

This October, Muslims around the world have resumed their
normal routines after the holy month of Ramazan followed by
the celebrations of Eid-el-Fitr. In this issue, we include President
Barak Obama’s first Eid message to the more than billion Muslims
in the world: a message of peace, harmony, and respect among all
the world’s religions.

This issue also includes an exciting story from our USAID mission,
which recounts how workers in our health program in Swat and
Buner districts were forced to flee, and continued their work with
mothers and children in the camps where they landed.

Personally, I am proud to inform readers that South Carolina, this
month’s Visit the 50 States destination, is my home state. South
Carolina has been a pivotal state in America’s military history,
and is the birthplace of the seventh American President Andrew
Jackson. Its great cities provide a glimpse into the noble plantation
culture of the past, while evolving into modern commercial hubs.
In addition to Charleston and Columbia, the state’s pristine
beaches bring tourists from all over America. Regardless of the
tribulations faced in their long history, all South Carolinians
remain true to the state motto: “While I breathe, I hope.”

Richard W. Snelsire
Editor-in-Chief and Press Attache
U.S. Embassy Islamabad

Email: infoisb@state.gov
Website: http//Islamabad.usembassy.gov
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Responses from our readers

9 would like to thank you for xen/fnj me Khabr-o-Nazar each
month. Believe me, your efforts are setting a milestone in huild-
ing up trust and friena@ relations hetween the United States of
America and Pakistan.

9 have  gone through  your A uﬂm’f edition, which is realls fnferexfinﬂ
and full of know w@e, erpecia@ the article about child soldiers. 9¢
is Jﬁocéiry to read that as many as 300,000 umﬁ:r@e children are
waréinj in various rebel groups and ﬂouernmenf forcey, 9 think
this is moving the world towards a disaster, and m:gem‘ measures
should be fa{en fo s'fop this imme&ﬁ'afe\/y. On the one hand, world

éeep up your efforts fo stamp out such ahuses,

Ch, Sarfraz Zlfza/,
MPA 'Puw’aé ﬂys'emég, Rawa/ﬂirm/i
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Khabr-o-nazar is a most informative and interesting magazine
that proviﬁ/a' me knowledge about the lively relations of Pakistan
and America. The mont [y segment of ’KZl/a

duce one of the 50 states of America is also very ﬂao/. 9 am very
fﬁanﬁfu/ to the American Zmém{y for /wo/uainj Pakistanis such
a won&/arfu/ magazine /or Pakistanis.

br-o-nazar o infro-

Umeed K’ﬂfr/’ﬁa,
Chakwal
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9 visited an official website of the United Statss for the first Gme,
and 9 found it very infereyﬁnj. Your magazine is ve useful for

ﬁeoﬂ/e who do not understand the z%inéinﬂ and mood of the U.S,
forces are trying to stop child labor, aware that an issue like this  government. 9 ﬁa/w such work will remove mixun/eryfamfinjy he-
can lead the world towards a future of dark n{géf, 9 ﬁgpg you will tween our countries and hoost cooperation between Pakistan and

the United States in different fields.

Abid Mebhmood
Dera Jsmail Khan
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9t may be nics, if you include the map of the American stats alon
with the article titled Visit the 50 States in the issues of Khabr-0-
Nazar, 9 will ﬁe//a a reader like me to know the exact location of
that parﬁcu/m state. America is a Mge country ond most Paki-
stanis are unaware of most of its states. Rﬁjamféﬂ, the column

ahout the State of Massachusetts that appeared in the latest issue
of Khabr-O-Nazar was wonderful an [// of information.

Zaheer Shahzad
Bureau Cﬁfe[/, Pakistan Press Infernational (PP9)
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LookingiorANSWers

Looking for Answers gives our readers a voice to Lt AT sty ﬁ{auﬁrﬁuffd S " Sz
comment and share their views on myriad topics that are o . o # . e

shaping our world. Each edition of Looking for Answers LB ey o 20 S Jk’ Slase e/ e Or¥
poses a question to you (our readers) and invites you AP e s e Jé"Ju,ﬁ‘/zi_ﬁ Gttt Pl o,

to share your thoughts with us in short essay form. All : N ;
submissions will be reviewed by the Public Affairs Section s KAl 2§ KA UL ndntrry )

of the US. Embassy. Two Monthly Winners will be P R I -, g i = /
. 5 & < et Tie | . ot
chosen and have their essays published in the subsequent WIeos 'L}) i ”'K“‘?g- FiEU B s&Zanls-€

edition of Khabr-o-Nazar. Winners will also receive a L,ru;_ﬂ(__/-[, Koot i 55 JLb Jépj,{d};d/
prize from the Public Affairs Section. Along with the two CL ey » N
monthly winners, three Honorable Mentions will receive cﬂ/’/”g/&‘?‘:’/’/ PR I Bty Fostkds ELn KLl
certificates. J u’/la Sl
The following are the official guidelines for essay .- .. ! .
submissions: Ut Il A Sl ZE
m Essays should not exceed 250 words -%—.{?Wtfj&i’bwg/"'—gw”’db/b’u"# n

m All essay submissions must be sent electronically to [f,gbﬁ,‘,:;,;f& infoisb@state.gov 2,3 delu.‘.’ufr&' n
infoisb@state.gov or via mail

m All essays must focus on the question presented in . . . - =
the most current edition of Looking for Answers - lgé"/j/pﬁﬁ,afdlyéégu:u?q}ut'uﬁbbfrb’" m
® Deadline for submission of essays is the 25th of every LézbZSJ&/é/b&ijé_ﬂdﬂfuﬂ -

month.
m All submissions must include the submitter's complete bl KPJE/J;"/'-XU”&: iyl AL il m
name, telephone number and home or work address.

_c‘-du/.‘
B Essays will be published in the forthcoming editions . s . PV RO
of Khabr-o-Nazar. LU L LES U T A
m Winner will receive a prize mailed to their indicated «nggL;ff_ﬂLg/Jgerln"%éfé.»clﬁ'u;‘h@,lf( m
address. o
of the MOI‘Ith d lH s °“9“
What steps shou!d we take individually, iﬁLLﬂ:@u@@M‘«ZUl"/&
as well as collectively, to preserve .t LT
Pakistan's rich cultural heritage? ‘-‘u}i//c«tw'&fl&i/&wu'/,u"dﬂ I
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Winning Article

What are
some of the

facing
Pakistani youth

in the 21st century?

Nadir Hussain
Via email

Making Use of Constructive Abilities

Nations face problems and challenges all the time, but only those
people who take sensible steps by making use of their constructive
and positive abilities survive and make progress.

Pakistani youth face enormous problems such as the menace of
terrorism, a lack of education and health care facilities, religious
fanaticism, the search for national identity, and a precarious law and
order situation.

To resolve these issues, it is essential to change our mindset from top
to bottom, and then spread education to every nook and cranny of the
country, particularly in the rural areas of Pakistan. Uneducated people
are more susceptible to extremism, and such tendencies are damaging
Pakistan’s image and defame Pakistanis across the world.

It is also important to pay attention to the health care system, as only
a healthy nation can play its due role in the progress and development
of our world. We will have to demonstrate that we are a peace-loving
nation that hates terrorism and religious fanaticism, and we are with
the international community to root out this threat. Some elements
defame our country, but they do not represent our national character.

In fact, our young people with their talent, experience and proficiency
are playing very significant role in the growth of several nations. Our
educated youth must take part in national politics to curb corruption
in the country, change the prevailing decayed system and then we
may embark upon on the journey to progress. Patriotism is the recipe
that helped several nations to achieve the goal of development and
rise.

Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah and his companions made
the most of their education and talent to shape Pakistan on the map
of the world. Now it is our responsibility to establish our individuality
in the world as a peace-loving and enlightened nation. To achjeve this
objective, we will have to make a lot of effort.

6 Khabr-o-Nazar
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Article
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Nadia Anwar,
[Lahore

Conflicting Realities

The 21st century is characterized by conflicting realities in
Pakistan. On the one hand, there is an illusion of an ever-growing
technological advancement. On the other, this illusion has made our
present generation servile followers of the whims of those in power
by camouflaging its real strength.

In the face of such widespread political and economic disillusionment,
there is dire need for committed young citizens, who have the knack
to comprehend the nature of problems that face their country.

Firstly, our youth need to develop an independent approach towards
life by breaking themselves free from the shackles of foreign reliance
and dominant political ideals. By relying on their own independent
analysis of the status quo, they would be better equipped to
contextualize their knowledge to improve the deteriorating standards
of their respective localities and eventually their country at large.

Secondly, the younger generation should prepare itself both in terms
of latest scientific and geopolitical knowledge. For this they must
widen their scope of research by shedding inter- and intra-religious,
and communal prejudices. They can also create an atmosphere of
harmony and peace among themselves by understanding their mutual
needs and sharing their grievances with one another.

Finally, the youth of Pakistan must have a futuristic vision. In order
to root out societal evils such as illiteracy, overpopulation, extremism
and corruption, they need to develop organization among their ranks
and build up an environment of trust for the collective good of their

people.
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U.S. Committed to

Worldwide

Cultural

8| Khabr-o-Nazar

Preservation

Washington — On virtually every continent, treasures from
ancient civilizations are being conserved and restored through a
U.S. program dedicated to the preservation of cultural heritage in
countries around the globe.

Since 2001, the U.S. Ambassadors Fund for Cultural Preservation
(AFCP) has provided grant support to cultural heritage projects in
130 countries. To date, the Ambassadors Fund — administered by
the U.S. State Department’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs — has supported more than 500 projects, totaling more than
$15 million, sending a strong message about the importance the
United States places on the conservation of the culture of nations
from every world region. In 2008, the fund supported projects in
60 countries.

“We look for well-crafted proposals for projects that meet the
AFCP funding mandate and project criteria, and also make the
case for cultural significance, urgency, sustainability, among other
things,” said Martin Perschler, AFCP program coordinator.

Funded projects have included technical support for the restoration
of historic buildings, assessment and conservation of museum
collections, archaeological site preservation, documentation to
save traditional crafts, improved storage conditions for archives
and manuscripts, and documentation of indigenous languages,
music and dance.

The restoration of the 12th-century Tomb of Hafiz Muhammad
Hayat in Gujrat and the 13th-century Shrine of Hazrat Shah
Shams Tabraiz in Multan, two exceptional monuments to early

Sufi saints in Pakistan, are among the 71 projects in 58 countries
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and the West Bank to receive financial support from the
fund in 2009.

Both projects in Pakistan will employ local craftsmen who
have worked all their lives constructing and repairing the
monuments and are trained in traditional building methods.
The work planned for the monuments will address their
advanced states of deterioration due to environmental and
other factors. Previous AFCP-supported projects in Pakistan
have restored other culturally significant shrines, mosques,
and public landmarks that are also organic elements of their
communities.

Another recent project supported by the Ambassadors Fund
was the preservation of a mosque in Gao, Mali. The project
helped support preservation of the remaining fragments of a
mosque built in 1324 by Emperor Kankou Moussa, following
his pilgrimage to Mecca. Designed by an Andalusian
architect, the mosque bears witness to the exchange between
the Sudan and Mediterranean regions. The project included
the construction of a protective shelter, the installation of
interpretive site information and publication of a brochure
on the history of the site.

“One of the most important impacts of this project was to
raise local awareness and pride in Malian cultural heritage,”

said Stephanie Syptak, a U.S. public affairs officer in Mali.

The Ambassadors Fund also supported preservation of
traditional courtyards in northern Togo in 2006. “This
project supported the preservation and documentation of
ancient floor pavements in the north of Togo,” said Perschler.
“Courtyards of housing compounds were traditionally paved
with pottery shards, creating a mosaic. Samples dating to
the 14th century were once found in Nigeria, Benin and
Togo. Sites in Togo are the only remaining examples of this
tradition, and only a few elderly women hold knowledge of
this craft.”

One fascinating project from 2007 was the collection and
cataloguing of 30 traditional Cambodian folk tales, as part
of the Prasat Han Chey Conservation and Restoration
Project, in Phnom Penh. The last effort to collect Khmer
folk tales took place more than 50 years ago. Most of the
current storytellers are more than 90 years old, making the
preservation of these fables extremely urgent. Thanks to help
from the Ambassadors Fund, the stories will reach a wider
audience because they will be published in both English and
Khmer.

Two mosques dating from the mid-17th to early 18th
centuries on the island of Pemba in Tanzania were restored

through a grant from the Ambassadors Fund in 2006. The

10 Khabr-o-Nazar
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mosques contain unique features combining Swahili and
Persian architecture, and had fallen into disrepair from the
harsh climate and lack of maintenance.

An important archaeological project supported by the
Ambassadors Fund was the preservation and exhibition of
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artifacts from the Hepu Temple (circa 200 B.C.-A.D. 200)
in China. So far, the Ambassadors Fund has helped support
nine projects in China. The Hepu Tombs, from the Han
Dynasty, are in Guangxi province. Not only were the artifacts
preserved, but the fund helped provide assistance with site
protection to prevent looting. Hepu became an urban center
in 111 B.C.This ancient port city was a key link on the so-
called Silk Road of the Sea, which enabled maritime trade to
flourish along the coastal areas of South China, reaching to
Vietnam and beyond.

In 2005, the Ambassadors Fund helped restore and preserve
precious historic architecture in Turkmenistan. The Ak-Sray-
Ding Tower is located in the northern Turkmenistan town of
Kunya Urgench and has become an important Sunni Muslim
pilgrimage site. Located near the tower is a saints’ cemetery,
where Turkmen say that God receives their prayers.

According to Turkmen legend, the tower represents the gift
of a rich man to his daughter, who died as a young woman.
Legend says that the daughter appeared to her father in a
dream, asking him to build her a kejebe, or saddle with a
canopy, which is traditionally placed atop a bride’s camel
during Turkmen wedding processions. Her father built the
tower, which resembles a kejebe, over her grave.

During the 1950s, however, the Khorezm Expedition
inspected the site and determined that it could be the top
of a watchtower for a long-buried city. The tower is located
in Dashoguz, the northernmost region of Turkmenistan.
Although Russian architects included the tower in a listing of
unique historical building sites in 1947, archaceologists never
researched the site properly until the Ambassadors Fund
offered help. The tower probably dates from A.D. 11-12.

"The Ambassadors Fund was established by Congress in 2001
to assist countries in preserving their cultural heritage. U.S.
ambassadors from eligible countries submit proposals for an
annual competition. Organizations interested in the program
may contact the public affairs section of the U.S. Embassy in
eligible countries. Proposals are submitted in the fall, and the
awards are granted in the spring, said Perschler.

The AFCP also has helped to reinforce each participating
nation’s cultural identity and strengthen community
solidarity. Through a wide range of cultural preservation
projects, the Ambassadors Fund promotes cooperation with
other countries, reducing the threat of pillage of irreplaceable
cultural artifacts and developing educational initiatives as
" well as long-term strategies for preserving cultural property.
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